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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022

(10:05:17a.m)
COURT OFFI CER  Today is Wdnesday, January 5t
2022, Wite Plains Famly Court, held in and for the
County of Westchester. The Honorable Mchelle I. Schaue

presiding. This is 1 through 5 on the calendar in the

h,

r

matters of Wal sh and Russell. Counsel, your appearances.

MR. WEDDLE: Chris Weddle, Tinko and Mses, 1

North Broadway, Wite Plains, appearing for the
petitioner, Tara Wl sh.

MR. ADVOCATE: Jason Advocate, Advocate, LLP
805 3rd Avenue, New York, New York, 10022, for the
respondent, Stephen Russell. Good norning, Your Honor.
And, Your Honor, | apologize for being l|late today. The
roads were absolutely --

THE COURT: | know, | myself was late. That's
okay.

MR. ADVOCATE: It was awful .

MS. CENOVESE: Donna Cenovese, Goldschm dt and
Genovese, for the child, Evelyn Walsh. Good norning.

THE COURT: Good norning. Please be seated.
we were schedul ed today for an inquest, actually, with
respect to the custody petition by Ms. Wal sh and her
Fam |y O fense petition, and based on M. Russell's
failure to appear -- he's never appeared in court before

me -- so that's been quite sone tine.

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022

And, in addition, in the interim--

MR WEDDLE: |'msorry, Your Honor, |'mhaving a
little trouble hearing.

THE COURT: -- okay, sorry. |'ll speak into the
m crophone. In the interim M. Cenovese filed an Order
to Show Cause for contenpt, and so that's on ny cal endar
today as well. | do see, M. Advocate, you filed a
response. @Qaringly mssing fromyour response is any
response to her argunents regarding contenpt. It seens
i ke you' re conceding that your client is in contenpt.

But before you respond as to that, why isn't
your client here?

MR. ADVOCATE: Your Honor, ny client is
currently stuck in Bora Bora, and he's been having
difficulty getting out of there for the |ast few days, due
to COVID reasons and flights being canceled. He's had a
hard tine getting back here right now, so that's what he's
advi sed ne.

THE COURT: And do you have sone proof of that?

MR ADVOCATE: | do not yet, but | can show you
proof of some of the missed flights. | don't know, you
know, | don't know the availability of getting back.

THE COURT: He's not been the nost credible
per son.

MR ADVOCATE: | understand.

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022

THE COURT: Your client -- in fact, your papers
acknow edge, or state, that all of his famly lives in
California.

MR ADVOCATE: What was that again?

THE COURT: Your papers state that all of his
famly lives in California --

MR, ADVOCATE: Is it all --

THE COURT: -- including his nother. You said
that. She appears before ne, she has --

MR. ADVOCATE: Right.

THE COURT: -- petitions before ne.

MR ADVOCATE: Right. Doesn't the -- | thought
t he nother does live in California?

THE COURT: No, she does not. She lives in
Pennsyl vani a, she's been having access to this child, and
so that's at |east one lie.

MS. GENOVESE: May | al so just point out
something to the Court? There are two notions that | have
that are before this Court, just to be clear. One is an
Order to Show Cause, dated Decenber 9th. That's where |
asked the Court to determne nmy conpensation and to award
a noney judgment so that -- because |'ve never been paid
the retainer that the Court had ordered.

And there are two prongs to the contenpt,

there's contenpt for not paying the AFC retainer, and

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022

there's also contenpt for not paying for the forensic
evaluator. And there's also a request pending for a
negative inference. And | didn't nean to interrupt the
Court, | just wanted to be clear there's two notions.

THE COURT: (kay. M. Advocate?

MR ADVOCATE: Sorry, Your Honor. |'mjust
trying to process that. | was involved in this case years
ago --

THE COURT: Ri ght.

COURT OFFI CER (I naudi bl e) coul d you pl ease
stand (inaudible) --

MR ADVOCATE: OCh, I'msorry, Judge --

THE COURT: No, that's all right. | prefer that
you sit and speak into the m crophone, because when
everybody's wearing a mask, it just nakes it easier to
hear .

MR ADVOCATE: It certainly is. Judge, years
ago, when | was involved in the case, the nother was
living in California, |I believe, and I even heard --
think there's sone testinony actually at the child support
hearing -- about how the parties had stayed with her in
her place in California for sone period of tine before
nmoving into their apartnent.

So | had al ways thought the nother was there. |

was not aware that she is now noved to Pennsyl vani a.

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022

was -- |I'mconpletely a little flumobxed by that.

THE COURT: | only said it because | know it to
be the truth that she lives in Pennsylvania, that's been
her representation, but at the very best, your client
didn't review the papers and didn't correct any
i naccuracy. So --

MR ADVOCATE: | hear you, Judge, and |I'm just
-- I"'ma little flumoxed by that, too. | nmean, that's a
pretty basic fact that shoul d have been understood by
t hem

THE COURT: So the case has noved on since you

were | ast involved --

MR, ADVOCATE: |'msure of that --
THE COURT: -- a |lot has happened.
MR. ADVOCATE: ~-- I'msure it has.
THE COURT: | don't know if you got transcripts,

there are transcripts fromevery court proceeding. Mich
of what you say in your reply papers has been addressed
and will not be addressed again. W are here for a very
specific purpose, and if you would like to -- | would be
havi ng a contenpt proceeding right now if your client were
here, and he woul d be facing incarceration. | don't know
t hat he has any excuse for violating ny court orders, and
the argunment that this forensic evaluation should be --

that Dr. Verno should not be doing the forensic

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022

evaluation, and that it should be conpleted by Dr. -- is
it Dr. Heimow tz?

MR ADVOCATE: It was Heinmowi tz who was the
original one.

THE COURT: Dr. Heinmowitz was an issue that has
cone and gone in July of this year, and --

MR ADVOCATE: O 2021, you mean, Judge, right?

THE COURT: -- yeah, sorry, 2021. That issue
has come and gone, and it was decided that we woul d not
have Dr. Heinowitz do an update, and | believe one of the
reasons, if not the main reason, was that he wasn't doing
i n-person eval uati ons.

And given your client's manipulation with --
what appears to be manipulation -- with electronic
devices, | didn't want himto be doing anything virtually.
So | wanted the in-person evaluation, Dr. Verno was

capable of doing it. Your client has not availed hinself;

he continues to reargue -- or you are continuing to
reargue -- issues that have |ong been decided. So | --
MR. ADVOCATE: Well, | do not have access,

Judge. You asked nme if | had access to all the
transcripts. | did see the transcript that was in

Ms. Genovese's papers, but | don't have access to all the
other transcripts, at this tine, yet.

THE COURT: Well, aren't they ordered?

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022

MR. WEDDLE: M. DiFabio ordered every one.

MR. ADVOCATE: | have not received them from
M. DiFabio. | haven't gotten the full files from him

THE COURT: M. Di Fabio ordered them when he was
representing M. Russell

MR. ADVOCATE: | --

THE COURT: So | woul d expect that you woul d
have had the opportunity to get up to speed in this case.

MR. ADVOCATE: | have not -- | have not yet,
Your Honor. Okay. Unfortunately, | canme in this case, as
you know, right before, you know, really right before
Christmas vacation, and |'ve spoken to M. D Fabio severa
times, I'min the process of trying to get the file from
him and | hope to be able to -- | was hoping to have the
file wthin the next few weeks.

| wasn't clear today either that this was an
i nquest, | thought it was nore of a custody hearing, is
what |'d been inforned.

THE COURT: Well, yes, an inquest on the custody
petition is what I'mdoing. M plan was, based upon your
client's failure to ever appear in court, was to proceed
to inquest today, and we may still do that. And | may
adjourn the contenpt proceedings. | have no basis to
believe that his failure to be here today is legitimate,

based upon his past experience. M. Wddle, are you

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022 10

rai sing your hand?

MR WEDDLE: Yes, Judge, | was just going to ask
Ms. Cenovese, | did not bring the opposition papers with
me, because it's not really ny battle, but | did note that
M. Russell in his affidavit, he signed his affidavit in
Virginia, and I'mnot sure what date that docunent was
notari zed.

MR ADVOCATE: I'Ill actually clarify that. He
notarized it via an electronic notary. The electronic
notary was probably in Virginia.

MS. GENOVESE: It's in Virginia on Decenber 29th

MR. ADVOCATE: Yeah.

MS. GENOVESE: -- and quite troubling is the
fact that M. Russell is in Bora Bora. | would assune
that's for a vacation rather than business, and he hasn't
paid for anything. And, quite frankly, | don't see that
there's any issue of fact, whatsoever, as to the contenpt.

And | did provide a case law for that. Wen
there is no issue of fact, there does not have to be a
hearing for contenpt. One of the cases was Bell v. Bell
which is in ny papers. There is no issue as to why these
-- there's no defense why these paynents weren't nade, and
so | have concern. | have concern about M. Russel

followi ng court orders, and what nessage it sends to him

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022 11

when he doesn't, you know, he doesn't conply.

MR ADVOCATE: Judge, what | woul d say about --
there's two issues on the contenpt -- which are the
nonpaynment of M. Cenovese's fees, and the nonpaynent of
the forensic. There are renedies this Court has, short of
contenpt, that | think would be equally as effective, and
nore appropriate in these circunmstances. One which is --

THE COURT: Such as?

MR. ADVOCATE: ~-- the first one, with respect to
Ms. Cenovese, is -- you read the papers, Judge -- | don't
say that -- | don't really address it because it shoul d be

paid, but it hasn’t been paid, but a noney judgnment could
be issued. This has happened before in M. Russell's
case, there was a failure to pay the first counsel

Ms. Lydia Antonocci (sic) -- |I'm m spronounci ng her name

THE COURT: Antonovic (sic).

MR ADVOCATE: \What was that?

THE COURT: Antonovic (sic).

MR ADVOCATE: Antonovic (sic). You're right,
Judge. And she has been -- she got a noney judgnent and
she has been paid, | understand, because | spoke to her
fairly recently. So there is renedy for that. And on the
same side, for the forensic, if a party doesn't pay

forensics, usually what |'ve seen the courts do is usually

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022 12

hol d a negative inference about that, but not to send
soneone to jail until they do pay it.

THE COURT: You're correct, and, M. Russell was
aware that | would take a negative inference against him
for not, but are you conceding right now that | shoul d
i ssue a noney judgnent to Ms. Genovese, because |' m happy
to do that. | nmean, alternatively, if he were here,
could throw himin jail and let himsit in a jail cell
It mght make a paynent conme a little faster than the
process to execute a judgnent.

MS. GENOVESE: Well, the first --

MR ADVOCATE: |'mnot going to contest the --

t hat a noney judgnent should be issued, Judge.

MS. GENOVESE: -- the first nmotion was for the
Court to determ ne what nmy conpensation is, and to have a
noney judgment issued in the anount of $19,800. The
second application, for contenpt, has to do with the
nonpaynment of both fees for forensic and ny fee. It would
not negate the contenpt if a noney judgnent is entered.

The statute doesn't require alternate nmeans be
pursued first either. And, quite frankly, | don't see a
reason why M. Russell shouldn't be held accountable for
not paying on purpose. And there's no claimthat he
couldn't afford it, and, quite frankly, the cases that are

cited by Counsel are very distinguishable fromthe facts

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022 13

of this matter in the opposition

And there was -- in the matter of Damien P.C
vs. Jennifer H'S. 25 A D. 3d 525, there was a case where
the court had said, let's update a forensic because one
year has passed. There's been years that have intervened
since the original forensic was ordered, there's need for
a forensic. And by not conmplying with the Court's order,
M. Russell has thwarted the ability for us to do a
forensic in this case.

MR WEDDLE: Judge, may |?

THE COURT: Yes.

MR WEDDLE: And, again, it's not ny fight, but
M. Russell has told this Court directly --

MS. GENOVESE: Right.

MR VEDDLE: -- I'mnot participating in a
forensic, I'mnot comng to court as ordered, | am not
going to appear for any other proceedings, other than a
trial. This is deliberate and willful acknow edge of his
behavi or.

MS. CGENOVESE: That's correct, and it's in the
notion papers | quoted to the transcript, where
M. Russell said |I'mnot going to cooperate. He also sent
emails -- an email to me on Novenber 29th, where he
acknow edged the appointnent of a mental health

professional, and he said to nme, let ne know if you woul d

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022 14

still like me to neet with the forensic; who is that?
Now t hat the Court has granted ne a trial, you
wll see that I'mvery cooperative. So there's an intent
here to do what he wants to do, and via not paying noney,
he's acconplishing that.
THE COURT: So what would you |ike ne to do
t oday, Ms. Genovese? As | said, M. Advocate is not

contesting a noney judgnent.

MS. GENOVESE: Yes. |I'msorry, | didn't nean to
-- yeah, | would respectfully request that the noney
judgnent -- | wll submt a noney judgnent Court, in the

anount of $19, 800, against M. Russell o, in the nanme of
ny firm

But there's also an Order to Show Cause that he
be held in contenmpt, and that there be a negative
inference. And | would respectfully request that that be
granted. | don't see that there's any factual allegations
wth respect to the contempt.

THE COURT: As to the forensic?

MS. GENOVESE: Yes.

THE COURT: Yes. And I think we could probably
proceed to inquest today on Ms. Walsh's petitions, and be
done wth everything. Except | do want to follow up, it
does not appear that Grandma is here today, but -- nor is

her | awyer.

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022 15

MR WEDDLE: Ms. Genovese actual ly pointed out
to me that Ms. Russell's petition was withdrawn --

MS. GENOVESE: Ri ght.

MR. WEDDLE: -- and what we did is, under ny
client's custody petition -- the Court issued an order --
excuse ne -- on consent, providing for some m ninal

visitation for Ms. Russell.

THE COURT: Ckay.

MS. GENOVESE: It was --

THE COURT: Was that signed?

MR WVEDDLE: Yeah.

MS. CGENOVESE: There was a discontinuance in
Novenmber 30th of 2020, from --

THE COURT: Ckay.

MS. CGENOVESE: -- Ms. Russell.

THE COURT: So then, if we proceed to inquest
today with respect to Ms. Walsh's custody petition and her
Fam |y O fense Petition, | believe that woul d resolve
every pending nmatter.

MR, WEDDLE: It would, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Ckay, M. Advocate, that is ny plan.
| don't know what your position is with respect to
participating in an inquest wthout your client here.

MR. ADVOCATE: Your Honor, ny client is

avail abl e by tel ephone or electronically; is there any way

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022 16

THE COURT: No.

MR. ADVOCATE: There's no way to --

THE COURT: No, | don't know how many tines |
can say this, and I know this is your first appearance
before ne, but you shoul d be aware, and you probably are
aware, of the websites that have been posted, and the
things that are online that | know M. Russell's not
acknow edged that they cane fromhim but it's certainly
been cl ear that he had control over whoever was posting
that stuff. | had to issue orders to prevent himfrom
doi ng that.

Now, | don't follow up. M. Genovese, | don't
know i f you've had any opportunity to see whether or not
that's still an active website.

MS. CGENOVESE: Yes, it is. So --

MR ADVOCATE: Sorry -- oh, I'msorry. | just
had a question, Your Honor. |Is there -- and |I'mjust
sorry if I"'mignorant on this -- but wth respect to court
appearances, have things fromthe Court, |ike, has there
been recordings of the Court made el ectronically?

MS. GENOVESE: |'mnot sure | understand --

THE COURT: You nean, have there been recordings
of court proceedings that have been posted online?

MR ADVOCATE: Yes.

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022 17

THE COURT: |'munaware of that, but | don't go
on that website. What | see -- what | have seen, |
bel i eve, was part of Ms. Cenovese's Order to Show Cause.

MS. GENOVESE: There are photographs of the
child, there are photographs of your client. There are a
section that's devoted to the court. There are sections
devoted to what his story is. There's a lot of -- there
IS negative statenents regarding maternal relatives that
are very hostile.

It's not sonething that | would Iike a child to

see. But the website is -- | went back on it to take a

|l ook at it -- and it still exists. Some of it's
password-protected. | can't -- | don't want to join it --
but you can still read a lot of it. In fact, | brought

copies of it with ne today for the trial

THE COURT: So that is one of the reasons |'m
not permtting your client to appear electronically. He
needs to be here, in person, and under control, so that I
can be sure he's not recording. Certainly, he's entitled
to order transcripts and, apparently, he has ordered the
transcripts of every proceeding.

And there are references to court proceedi ngs
online. [|'mnot saying that he got that through
recordi ng, maybe he got that through transcripts, nmaybe he

got that through his attorney, | don't know. But | do

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022 18

know t hat what's been posted is inappropriate, it's
al i enating behavior certainly on behalf of the nother and
her famly.

And he has made horrific assertions, which I
have told himon a nunber of occasions | would address in
an appropriate manner, which would be through a trial
And he has failed to avail hinmself of the proper |egal
process.

So, if I wasn't clear, |I'mgranting your
application, Ms. Cenovese, to have a noney judgnent in the
amount of $19,800; you can subnmit that. And we're ready
to proceed to inquest. M. Advocate, | can give you a
mnute to talk to your client, if you' d like, to see
whet her you're going to remain nute, or whether you wll
partici pate.

| certainly amtaking a negative inference
against your client, and I think -- as | said -- | think
we can conclude this case this norning.

MR ADVOCATE: Ckay. Do you need -- can | have
five mnutes, Judge, and I'll try to reach hin®

THE COURT: We'll take a five-mnute break, and
then I'Il bring everybody in, and we'll proceed with
Ms. Wal sh's petitions.

MS. GENOVESE: May | just ask one question? 1Is

the Court reserving on the contenpt application?

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022 19

THE COURT: Well, | nean, | think it's pretty
clear he's in contenpt, and his attorney is okay with the
noney judgnment. As far as not submitting to the forensic,
yes, | think it's been very clear he was not intending to
submt to the forensic evaluation; that's been pretty
clear.

He has not submtted to the forensic eval uation
so heis in wllful contenpt of the court order for the
forensic, and as a result, I wll take a negative
inference. Al right?

MR. ADVOCATE: | understand that, Judge. | do
understand that, and |I think that it's been addressed --
the issues that Ms. Genovese has raised have been
addressed by the Court.

THE COURT: (kay. Thank you. Second call

MR ADVOCATE: So give ne a few m nutes, Judge,
["1'l nove nmy stuff out of --

(Of the record 10:24:40 a.m)
(Whereupon a short recess was taken.)
(On the record 10:38:17 a.m)

COURT OFFI CER:  Second call of 1 through 5 on
the matters of Wal sh and Russell. Al appearances renain
t he sane except for that of the petitioner. M' am please
you raise your right hand? Do you swear or affirmto tel

the truth?

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022 20

MS. WALSH: | do.

COURT OFFI CER Pl ease state your nanme and
address, unless your address is confidential.

MS5. WALSH: M address is confidential; nmy nane
iI's Tara \Wal sh.

COURT OFFI CER:  Thank you. Please be seated.

MR. VWEDDLE: Officer?

COURT OFFI CER  Your Honor.

MR, WEDDLE: O ficer --

THE COURT: M. Advocate?

MR ADVOCATE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Did you talk to your client?

MR ADVOCATE: | did, Your Honor. He said
could participate with the hearing, that he -- obviously,
to the extent the judge will let ne.

THE COURT: Al right. Please be seated. Let's
begin. M. Wddle.

M. Weddle Yes, Your Honor. | would call Tara
Wal sh to testify. How would you like to do this, Judge?
Woul d you like her in the witness stand?

THE COURT: | think that woul d be good, yes.

COURT OFFI CER (I naudi bl e) chair (inaudible).
You can (inaudible), and please adjust the m crophone so
we can hear you clearly.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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COURT OFFI CER: (I naudi bl e) has al ready been
swor n.

MR WEDDLE: May |7

THE COURT: You may proceed, M. Wddle.

TARA WAL SH awtness herein, was

exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON OF TARA WALSH

BY MR VEDDLE:

ri ght

time
is ei
(ph),

al so

Evi e?

Q Ms. Wal sh, what is your relationship to Evel yn Wal sh?

A ' m her nother.

Q And when was Evel yn born?

A January 27th, 2018.

Q And what do you call Evelyn?

A Evi e.

Q Ckay. And who cares for Evie on a day-to-day basis
now?

A [''m her primary caretaker, and she spends the nost

wth ne. Wen |'mworking, ny famly watches her, which

ther -- ny famly, she also does have a babysitter, Anna
and nmy famly, being ny nother and father primarily, but
ny two little sisters.

Q And how | ong have you been Evie's primary caretaker?
A Since she was born.

Q And what has Evie's father's role been in raising

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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A Very m ni mal

Q And when's the last tine that Evie saw her father?
A Sept enber of 2019; he had one visit with her

Q And is Evie engaged in any educational prograns or
ot her activities?

A She is; she's in preschool right now. She's going
four days a week, from9:00 to 11:45, and she's noving up to
five days in a few nonths. She's also going to do canp this
sumer. She was taking ballet |essons, she was taking sw nmm ng
| essons this sumer, she does a lot of different, you know, she
has a lot of different creativity kits and stuff that she does,
that we got her.

THE COURT: Wy do you have your phone out,

M. Advocate?

MR. ADVOCATE: | want to | ook for a docunment on
ny phone, Judge; is that all right? Relating to what

Ms. Wal sh just testified to.

THE COURT: (Okay. You understand there's no
recordi ng?
MR ADVOCATE: O course, Judge. O course.

It's Dropbox, and | have access to ny records on Dropbox.

THE COURT: (Ckay.
MR, ADVOCATE: | woul d never, ever record a
court, you know, ever

THE COURT: O have your client avail able by

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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speaker phone.

MR ADVOCATE: Never, Judge. Judge, | know we
haven't had many cases together, | would never do that, or
anything that | deemto be -- or that the Court m ght deem
to be -- unethical. 1| don't towthe ethical |ine ever.

THE COURT: Ckay. Thank you. | accept that, as
an officer of the court, you're not m srepresenting what
you' re doing, and we can proceed.

MR. ADVOCATE: Thank you

THE COURT: M. Weddle.

BY MR WEDDLE:

Q Wth respect to the activities that you nmenti oned,
Ms. Wal sh, who is responsible for enrolling Evie in those
activities?

A | am

Q And who's responsible for getting her to those
activities?

A For the nost part, | am sonetinmes ny parents help
bringi ng her and picking her up from nursery school

Q Ckay. And where are you enpl oyed?

A I work for nyself. | do marketing consulting,
brandi ng and marketing consul ting.

Q And how | ong have you been enployed in that business?

A I've had ny own business, | think, nowit's eight

years. It's an established S Corp, you know, officia

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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busi ness.

Q Ckay. And you nentioned that when you're working
that Evie sonmetinmes spends tinme with your famly; is that
correct?

A Yes, when |'m working during the day, yeah.

Q And what county do you live in?

A West chester.

Q Ckay. And how far away, in terns of mles, roughly
woul d you say that you live fromyour famly -- your parents?

A It's about, like, 11-mnute drive. |'mnot sure of
the exact m |l eage, but --

Q Ckay. And have you had an opportunity to observe
Evie and your parents interacting with each other?

A Yes.

Q And how woul d you describe Evie's relationship with
your parents?

A She has a wonderful relationship with them They're
extremely loving towards her, and they absolutely adore her.

Q And do you have any siblings yourself?

A | do have five siblings. So my four younger
si blings, which are two boys and two girls, they all adore
Evie, and are, you know, a daily part of her life, with ny two
sisters and brother, because they live at hone when ny sisters
aren’t at college. And then she sees ny other brother at |east

once a week with his wife.
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Q Ckay. And then, in turn, not just your siblings'
reaction to Evie, but hows Evie's reaction to the relationship
w th her aunts and uncl es?

A She | oves them Yeah, she's very, very close with

them and | also have a nassive extended fam ly, you know, in

the area, so she also sees -- | have three aunts that l|ive
within, you know, a 10-minute drive -- so she sees themall the
tinme as well.

Q OCkay. And there was a tine, at one point, just to
orient you, that you and Evie were in San Franci sco, correct?

A Yes.

Q And how | ong were you and Evie in San Franci sco?

A Approxi mately three nonths.

Q And during the three nonths that you were in San
Franci sco, you were in a relationship with Evie's father,
correct?

A Yes.

Q And during those three nonths, what role did Evie's
father have, if any, in helping to care for Evie?

A You know, we lived with him but he not only was
never left alone with Evie, aside fromone tine that the nanny
did, which was an issue. | told her not to, but --

Q I"msorry, | lost it. Can you explain that slowy to
me, pl ease?

A So, although we lived with him he was never |eft
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alone with her, aside fromone tine the nanny left her alone
with him against my instructions to do so. And, you know, I
was very di sappointed with her

Q And, |I'msorry, and what happened, if anything?

A The tine that he was | eft alone with her, he forgot
about her and left her in the apartment. Thankfully, it was
only for 10 m nutes and she was sl eeping, because | found out
qui ckly and | rushed there.

Q And how old was Evie, at that tine?

A She was probably, | want to say, four nonths old. It
was during the day. It was like in the afternoon.

Q And when did you return to New York after staying
with M. Russell in San Francisco?

A It was -- | believe it was June 3rd of 2018; | could
be wong on the exact date.

Q And does Evie have a pediatrician?

A She does. She was seeing -- well, she had a
pedi atrician, first when she was born, we lived in Brooklyn, so
she had a pediatrician there, then she had a pediatrician in
San Francisco, and since we got back, in June of 2018, she's
seeing the famly pediatrician, who actually was ny
pediatrician as well when | was a Kid.

Q And who takes her to her doctor's appointments and
that sort of thing?

A | do.

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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Q And is Evie up-to-date with all her immunizations
and?

A Yes.

Q And coul d you describe for the Court Evie's medical
heal t h?

A So she's very, very healthy now. She's on target
with all of her mlestones, you know, healthy weight, height,
all that stuff, but she was born with a few small VSDs, tiny
little holes in her heart, so she required -- she had to see a
pedi atric cardiol ogi st after she was born and get, you know,
| i ke EKGs and stuff done. Al of the holes in her heart have
cl osed, aside fromone which is super tiny, that |1've been told
by a cardiologist isn't an issue, but I have to bring her for a
foll owup appoi ntnent when she's five years ol d.

Q When she's five?

A Yeah.

Q Ckay. You nentioned that -- the business that you're

in now, do you have a coll ege degree?

A Yes.

Q Ckay.

A | have a bachel or's degree.

Q Do you -- other than your undergraduate degree -- do

you have any graduate degrees?
A No.

Q And since you've graduated from col | ege, have you
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been wor ki ng?

A Yes. | worked -- | first worked at Saks Fifth Avenue
as an associate marketing director. | worked there for either
five or six years, then | stopped working there and | was a
marketing director for a series of small businesses before |
branched out and started nmy own busi ness.

Q And does your business provi de enough revenue for you
to support Evie and provide for her basic needs, her shelter,
her food, and that sort of thing?

A Yes. (Qbviously, the child support helps a |ot, but

Q Ckay.
A -- yeah, | nean. You know, | had tine over the nore
recent few nonths, because there hasn’t been as many, |iKke,

court cases interstate, so nmy goal is to build up the business
to where it was, you know, before Evie was born

Q Ckay. And how is your physical health?

A My physical health is great.

Q Ckay. And how is your nmental health?

A It's great. | have been diagnosed with having ADHD
since | was probably 13, and then bipolar 2 disorder | was
di agnosed when | was 18, but | treat both very seriously. 1've
been seeing doctors and therapists on a nonthly basis for --
since | was 18 years ol d.

Q And how ol d are you now?

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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A 37.

Q Sorry, | didn't mean to --

A Yeah.

Q -- put you on the spot there. So the psychiatri st

that you see now, how | ong have you been seeing that doctor?

A ' ve been seeing himprobably for |ike two-and-a-half
years. Before | was seeing another psychiatrist, who actually
sees other famly nenbers, but | prefer the one that |I'm seeing
NOw.

Q Has the psychiatrist you' re seeing now, or any prior
psychi atrist, ever expressed concern to you that there may be
sonet hi ng about your psychiatric conditions that woul d affect
your ability to care properly for Evie?

MR. ADVOCATE: (bjection, hearsay.

MR WEDDLE: Well, it's leading, but it's not
hear say.

THE WTNESS: No, | took --

MR. ADVOCATE: Can we get a ruling, Judge?

THE COURT: |'msorry, could you repeat your
question?

MR. WEDDLE: Yes, Judge, has any of your
psychiatrists, either present or former, expressed any
concern to you, sonething about your psychiatric
condition, that would affect your ability to care for

Evi e?
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THE COURT: Well, | think, yes or no, it's not.
You can answer.
THE W TNESS: No, they haven't.
BY MR WEDDLE:

Q Ckay. And have you ever been hospitalized for your

A ' ve never been hospitalized.
Q -- condition? Has Evie -- other than when she was
born -- has Evie ever been hospitalized?

A No, she hasn't. No.

Q Now, when's the last time, that you' re aware of, that
M. Russell was in Westchester County?

A | know that he said a few tines he's here, | believe,
but the last tine that | know for sure was Septenber of 2019.

Q And what happened Septenber of 20197

A So he had a visit with the supervisor, C audette
Lanelle. | met with Caudette before the visit, and at the
tinme, | had an Order of Protection against himand was |iving
wth ny parents, Evie and | were, and | was very clear with
Claudette that Steve could not cone anywhere near ny parents'
house. There have been issues with himcalling the police on
fam |y menbers or myself, and | was very articulate and cl ear
about those instructions. After the only visit he had, he cane
in the car with Claudette Lanelle to drop Evie off, despite

Cl audette knowi ng that he couldn't be in the car, and,
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apparently, he was hiding in the van, |ike sonehow -- |'m not
exactly sure -- but my brother and cousin saw himat the end of
the driveway.
MR ADVOCATE: (Objection, Judge, this is al
hear say.
THE COURT: Sust ai ned.
THE W TNESS: Okay. \Whatever, yeah
BY MR WEDDLE:

Q But it's your understanding that M. Russell, despite
having an Order of Protection prohibiting himfrom doing so,
appeared at your parents' house, right?

MR ADVOCATE: This is just another backdoor of
getting the hearsay in, and | object.
MR WEDDLE: | asked for her understanding,
Judge.
MR. ADVOCATE: It's all based on hearsay. Lack
of foundati on.
MR WEDDLE: Onh, okay. That's fair.
BY MR WEDDLE:
Where were you living in Septenber of 20187
20109.

I"msorry, 2019.

> O » O

| was living at ny parents' house on (inaudible)
Road, in Chappaqua.

Q Ckay. And were you hone that evening when Evie
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returned?
A I was. | was standing outside the house waiting for
her.
Q And when you were standing outside the house, did you
see M. Russell?
A | did not see him but | was told --
MR ADVOCATE: Your Honor --
THE COURT: Sust ai ned.
BY MR WEDDLE:
Q Yeah, we can't tal k about what other people told us.
A Ckay. But | can -- 911 was called and there was a
donestic incident report filed.
Q And who called 9117
A My brother and cousin.
Q Ckay. And when the police arrived, did you have any
conversations wth thenf
A | did, yeah.
Q And, as a result of those conversations, what, if
anyt hi ng, was your understanding of what had happened?
A My understanding was that he was hiding in the van
trying to --
MR ADVOCATE: (Objection, Judge, this is al
hear say agai n.
MR WEDDLE: |'m asking for her understanding,

Judge.
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THE COURT: |'Ill sustain it.
MR VEDDLE: | beg your pardon, Judge?
THE COURT: Sust ai ned.
MR WEDDLE: Ckay.
BY MR WEDDLE:
Q Are you famliar with any internet websites that
feature Evie?
A Yes.
Q Can you tell me what they are?
A | try not to look at them but there's the Chappaqua

Poi son website and the Stevie Loves Evie website. He also has
a Vimeo channel, an Instagram a Facebook, a YouTube. He had

Googl e ads running for the Chappaqua Poi son website, trying to

direct people toit. I'mtrying to think if 1'mmssing any of
the --

Q I's there anything about the --

A Twtter, too. There's a Twitter.

Q -- Twitter as well. [Is there anything about these

websites that, aside fromEvie, are |linked to you?

A Yes. Yes, a lot. There's photos of me that | don't
know how he obtained. There's, you know, very
hurtful, damaging things that are witten about me, you know,
saying -- calling me all sorts of nanes and maki ng accusati ons.
| know that a domain nane for nmy nane, tarakwal sh.com | don't

know if it's still linked, but it was directing to the
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Chappaqua Poi son website. Meaning, if someone typed in
tarakwal sh.com it would go to the Chappaqua Poi son website,
whi ch obvi ously says.

Q And what nakes you believe that the Chappaqua Poi son
website, or the other one, are linked to M. Russell in any
way ?

A He's been pretty forthcom ng that he's the author of
them He -- for instance, he just sent an email to ny nother
saying he woul d take the websites down if ny nother did a
series of things. | don't know. She never showed ne the
emai |, but | was told about it.

MR ADVOCATE: (Objection then, Judge, it's
hear say.

BY MR VEDDLE:

Q Ckay. When was this email sent, as far as you know?
A Li ke two weeks ago, | believe.

Q In the first two weeks.

A Around Chri st mas.

Q Around Christmas --

A Yeah.

Q -- of 2021.

A Yeah. | know, too, | nmean | don't know how el se

anyone woul d get court docunments and supposed text nessages,
and all this stuff that he has on the website. | nmean, it's

pretty -- that he posts on these websites.
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Q And in terms of your relationship wwth M. Russell,
was he ever physical with you in a violent way?

A Yes, he was.

Q Okay. Could you tell me when the last tine he was
physical in a violent way with you was?

A | don't know why it always gets nme enmotional. In
March of 2019 -- 2018. He had broken ny cell phone, smashed it
into pieces, and he was trying to break ny | aptop, and he
smashed nme around the kitchen, |like up and down, trying to get
ny |aptop, |ike banging me against walls and stuff, and
afterwards, Evie was in the other room she was sl eeping, and
after it happened, | ran into the roomwth her and | ocked the
door, and | wanted to call the police but | didn't have a
phone. And then | was convinced by his security guards at the
tinme not to call the police, because they told ne if | did that
Evie could potentially be taken away, and it woul d jeopardi ze
ny custody, but | had bruises all over my body.

Q Ckay. You said that that took place in March of

20187

A Yes.

Q And did that take place in San Franci sco?

A Yeah, yeah.

Q And you now live in New York, and M. Russell [|ives
in California, are you still concerned for your physical
safety?
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A Yeah, yeah. Absolutely. Because | know that when
was living with himthat he had handguns and access to
handguns, and a bunch of other different weapons, |ike Tasers,
and knives, and when | was pregnant, he threatened physica
vi ol ence, al though he never carried it out. And | know t hat
he's nentally unstable --

MR ADVOCATE: (Objection, Judge; this is not the
qguestion. Beyond the scope of the question
MR, WEDDLE: Well, let's nmake a -- let's --
THE COURT: Sustained in that respect.
MR. WEDDLE: -- nmake it the question
BY MR WEDDLE:

Q Wiy do you think M. Russell is mentally unstable?

A | nmean, that's a very conplicated question. | nean,
he thought that there are Russians in the CIA and all these
di fferent governnment agencies have been after him He has
engaged in extrenely bizarre behavior

Q Let me interrupt you. Wuld you characterize
M. Russell's behavior as predictable?

A No. No. | nean, in sone ways, yes, | think, for
Instance with the drug abuse stuff, because he would get an
Adderal | prescription every nonth, and when he got that he
woul d take the whole entire prescription in like a week. So he
woul d take an insane amount of the pills, you know, so it --

that was kind of sonething that could be predicted.
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Q Wien you say that he would take -- and you use the
word insane -- but let me ask you this a different way, would
he take his Adderall as prescribed?

A No. No, he would take |like 200, 300 m|ligrans of
Adderal |l at a tine.

Q Speaki ng of nedication, are you on any nedication to

manage either your ADHD or your bipolar disorder?

A Yes, | take nedication

Q And how many nedi cati ons do you take?

A | take four nedications.

Q And how do those nedi cations affect you?

A There's -- | nean, they make ne super stable. |
mean, there's little side effects, like a slight trenmor in ny

hand sonetinmes, but they nmake it that | get a good nights

sl eep every night, you know, |I'mup functioning every day for
Evie. | can get work done.
Q I's there anything about the side effects fromthese

medi cations that affects your ability to care for Evie?

A Absol utely not. No.

Q Is there any -- | mean is there anything about these
medi cations -- or any nedications that you've ever taken --
that have made it, you know, difficult for you to get up in the
m ddl e of the night when Evie is crying, for exanple?

A No. No, they're all -- | can take care of her, you

know. Although, | don't always like to get up in the mddle of
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the night --

Q O course.

A -- when she's crying, |like every nother, but, yes.
Yeah.

Q I's there anything el se that you would |ike the Court
to know about your relationship with Evie?

A Just that, you know, | adore her. She's my whole
world. You know, I'mnotivated to care for her and be the best
version of nyself on a daily basis. You know, nmy whole life is
dedicated to her. | don't go out; | don't drink or do drugs.
You know, |I'm-- she's been -- |'ve had her every night since
she was, you know, born, so.

Q And if it could be done safely, would you have any
objection to Evie having a relationship with her father?

A No, no, not if it could be done safely. Yeah. And
W th her best interests in mnd, you know, her psychol ogi cal
and physical well-being the priority.

Q Ckay.

MR WEDDLE: Thank you, Your Honor. | have
not hi ng further.
THE COURT: M. Advocate.
MR ADVOCATE: Thank you, Your Honor.
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON OF TARA K. WALSH
BY MR ADVOCATE

Q Ms. Wal sh, you stated that Evie was born January
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27th, 2018, correct?

A Yes.

Q And you had a relationship with M. Russell prior to
that, correct?

A On and off, yeah.

Q And then, after Evie was born, shortly after that,
you noved in with M. Russell in California, in San Francisco;
Is that correct?

A No, we lived in Brooklyn. That was the whole plan
when | was pregnant with her. W had an apartnent all set up,
and it was ny apartnment and Evie's apartnent.

Q So you never lived in San Francisco; is that what
you' re saying?

A No, I -- well, thisis, |I went to stay with
M. Russell in San Francisco for what was intended to be a
brief period of tinme, and then return back to New York.

Q So when was that? Wen did you go to San Franci sco?

A In early March of 2018.

Q So Evie was born in late January, right?

A Yes.

Q And about five or so weeks after she was born, you
moved in with -- you noved over to California, correct?

A | don't like to use the word noved, especially with
all the jurisdictional things that --

Q Did you fly there on a plane?

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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A We did, but it wasn't neant to -- it was nmeant to be
a tenmporary vacation to San Francisco. | nean, but the intent
was never to stay for too |ong.

Q A tenporary vacation. Didn't M. Russell rent an

apartnment in a high-rise in San Francisco after you noved

t here?
A Yes, but that was an apartnment that he rented, not
one that | rented or that was intended to be -- so

M. Russell's inpression of me and Evie living in San Franci sco

Q | just asked the one question, did you nove into a
hi gh-rise?
A Again, we stayed in a high-rise but I -- there was

never any intent to stay in San Francisco for a |ong period of

time, and we were --

Q vell --

A -- yeah.

Q -- well, you went to California with the baby,
correct?

A Yes.

Q And you stayed there from March until when,
approxi matel y?
A June 3rd, or June 4th
Q And then, at that time, isn't it true that you told

M. Russell that you were returning for a short period of tine

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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to see your famly?

MR WEDDLE: Judge, I'mgoing to object to this
on the grounds of relevance. | think jurisdiction's been
established, if that's where we're going with this.

MR ADVOCATE: This goes to parenting, Your
Honor. It goes to the whole issue of the appropriateness
of her parenting and of her denial of rights to
M. Russell, and this is -- this is all part of the
Court's record, by the way. There was litigation on this.

MS. GENOVESE: | would note that | think it goes
beyond the scope of the direct.

THE COURT: Yes, |'m sustaining the objection.

MR ADVOCATE: Your Honor, then, in that case, |
woul d ask to strike all of Ms. Walsh's testinony
concerning the limted role that ny client had, because
the limted role that he has had was a direct result of
Ms. Walsh's taking the child from California agai nst ny
client's wishes. And that's why he had started a custody
proceeding out in California the monent that Ms. WAl sh
went to New York and refused to return.

MR WEDDLE: May | be heard on that objection?

THE COURT: Yes.

MR WEDDLE: | believe the question was, during
the tinme that you were in California with M. Russell

what role did he have? That question was limted to that

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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timefrane.

THE COURT: That's ny recollection as well, and
| believe the record will reflect that.

MR ADVOCATE: | think it was beyond that,
Judge, but, you know, that --

THE COURT: Well, she did tal k about the | ast
time he saw the child.

MR. ADVOCATE: And that, again, goes to the sane
issue, whichis, nmy client was denied the ability to
parent after Ms. Walsh took the child. And | think that's
a crucial elenment.

MS. GENOVESE: W th respect to the objection, if
M. Russell were here, he could testify to the objection.
If M. Russell were here, he could testify to whatever
facts that he deened relevant. He's not here, and it's
not Counsel who can testify as to those facts.

MR ADVOCATE: I'mnot trying to testify, Judge,
["'mtrying to --

THE COURT: That's correct, and as long as |'ve
been involved in this case, he has refused any order to
allow himvisits.

MR. ADVOCATE: Oh, | don't think --

THE COURT: He has not availed hinself of any
opportunity to have visits with his daughter --

MR ADVOCATE: | don't think --

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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THE COURT: -- here in New York.

MR. ADVOCATE: ~-- | don't think that's
necessarily accurate. | think he has refused further
supervised visitation. | think if the parties want to

settle this thing today and agree that he can have
unsupervi sed access to his daughter, for just a fewtines
a month, I'm 100 percent certain that we can settle this
case.

Or even supervised visitation with the
grandnot her present woul d be fine. He has gone through
supervi sion before, and he doesn't believe that
supervision any further is necessary.

So | think that's where -- there's a little bit
of disconnect, | think, Judge. He is refusing to continue
under a regine that requires himto have supervised
access, when | don't think there's been any hearing yet as
to why there needs to be supervised visitation

MS. GENOVESE: | would object to Counse
testifying. Most of what Counsel said is testinmony. |If
M. Russell were here, eh could testify. He is not, and
woul d ask that the testinony of Counsel be stricken from
the record. There is no question presented to Counsel,
and Counsel is testifying on behalf of M. Russell right
Now.

MR ADVOCATE: |'m arguing, Judge, and that's

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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what | awyers do, so.

THE COURT: Well, your argunent is based upon
facts that are not properly before the Court, because
they're facts that you're asserting to be true. And
will just say that, although ny invol venent dates back
only until May of 2021, | did reviewthe file, and
M. Russell's inability to visit with his child had
nothing to do with Ms. Wal sh, they were court orders
requiring supervised visits.

And, as an experienced attorney, M. Advocate,
you understand that how it works is you have a coupl e of
supervised visits, and if they go well, you progress to
unsupervi sed, and he never gave it a shot to get to that
point. So --

MR ADVOCATE: Your Honor, that actually isn't
accurate fully. And this is because | can testify, | was
involved in the case prior to that. There were supervised
visits that were done. There was supervised visitation, |
t hi nk, done with at |east two people.

One of the sets of visits that M. Russell did,

in fact, attend to, he did that, there were reports

i ssued, but there was an issue. | don't --
THE COURT: (Okay. |I'mnot litigating --
MR ADVOCATE: Right. | know.
THE COURT: -- what happened before other

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
*914-621-7271*




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022
j udges.

MR, ADVOCATE: Right.

THE COURT: | can only speak for what happened
before me --

MR, ADVOCATE: Right.

THE COURT: -- when | got the case and tried --

MR ADVOCATE: This is two years before you
Judge.

THE COURT: -- to nove it forward

MR ADVOCATE: Right this --

THE COURT: Exactly.

MR. ADVOCATE: Right.

THE COURT: So we're talking about a limted
period of time since | was involved in the case. He
failed to conmply with the court order, and we were never
able to nove forward.

As far as proposed resolution, it's not
appropriate to put it on the record, at this point, and I
assume that this has been discussed wth M. Wddl e and
Ms. Genovese outside of court, and I'm-- because I'min
the mddle of a hearing -- assumng that that was not an
acceptabl e settlement. Do you have any nore questions?

MR. ADVOCATE: Yes, | do, Your Honor.

BY MR ADVOCATE

Q For the approximately three nonths, Ms. Wl sh, that

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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you were present and living in San Franci sco, you were |iving
in the same apartnment with M. Russell, correct?
A I was never living in San Francisco. There's been a
l ot of jurisdictional interstate things going on regarding this
topic, and it was decided that New York had jurisdiction. Evie
was born in New York, |I'ma resident of New York, | was
visiting San Francisco, | was not living in San Francisco.
Q So between March and June, you were not living in San
Franci sco, correct?
A | was not. | tried --
THE COURT: Al right. Can we just stop with
the semantics? You were living in San Francisco. You
m ght not have relocated. It mght not have been your
house, but you were living in his apartnent for three
nmonths, is that --
THE WTNESS: Yeah, |I'mvery careful about what
| say regarding --
THE COURT: Jurisdiction is done. The issue is
done.
MR ADVOCATE: |'mnot arguing jurisdiction
Judge, as you know. COkay? So --

THE COURT: Right.

MR ADVOCATE: -- I'mjust -- | nmean --
THE COURT: | understand where you're going.
MR ADVOCATE: -- you know what |'m doing here,

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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Judge.
THE W TNESS: Your Honor, he has opened ci Vi
cases against nme in San Franci sco, one of which he's
claimng that Evie was kidnapped from San Franci sco by ne
and my parents. So all this stuff having to do with
jurisdiction, you know, still is a sensitive issue, even
t hough the Court said that they were going to dism ss that
civil case, but still I'"mjust very wary, given the anount
of litigation, to what | say, so.
BY MR ADVOCATE

Q Vell, | understand you nmay be sensitive about it, but
"'mjust trying to find out, were you living with M. Wl sh
(sic) in San Francisco for that three-nonth period.
M. Russell, I'msorry.

A Yes.

Q And during that time, both of you were occupying that
apartnment, right?

A No, we actually stayed in, | want to say maybe four
or five different hones --

Q Ckay.

A -- when we were there. There was a |ot of noving
around, due to M. Russell's security issues.

Q And that was all in San Francisco?

A San Franci sco, Redwood City was one house that we

stayed in an Airbnb. Then there were two different apartnents

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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in the MIlennial Tower. W stayed with his nother for a
period. Trying to think if there was anything el se.

Q And the MIlennial Tower, that was the fanmous San
Franci sco building that's tilting?

A Yes. Yes, that's sinking.

Q Si nking, correct. And during that period of tine
where you were noving around to different houses, it was al ways
wth M. Russell, right?

A It was, but that doesn't mean that M. Russell was
al ways present. He was often out and not in the hone, and when
he was in the home, he was not -- he wasn't, |ike, the nanny
actually said in the testinony, he was there but not there.

MR ADVOCATE: (bjection to what the nanny said.

"' mnot asking you what a nanny said. |'msorry --

THE W TNESS: Ckay.
MR ADVOCATE: -- Ms. Wl sh.

BY MR ADVOCATE

Q I"mjust saying, Evie was with you, correct?

A Yes.

Q And with M. Russell as well in those various houses,
ri ght?

A Yes.

Q And M. Russell would spend tine with his daughter
during those three nonths that he was -- that he and you were

out in San Francisco, right?

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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A | would say that he held her and actually engaged
with her maybe 10 m nutes a day. | nean, actually hol ding her
| ooking at her. There was not -- he didn't go to doctor's

appoi ntnents, he didn't take her to the playground, shopping,
to the nuseuns, like, he didn't -- he didn't read to her -- he
didn't put her to bed, he didn't give her a bath, he didn't
feed her a bottle, he didn't burp her, he didn’t push her
around in a stroller. | nean, yes, he was there, but his -- he
wasn’t what | would consider to be an active father

Q Were you present with her at every noment of the day
-- with Evie?

A There was a nanny that lived with us, and
M. Russell's behavior at the tinme was very disturbing, so ne
managi ng hi m and nmaki ng sure that Evie was safe, | nean, at the
ti me the nanny played --

Q ["mnot -- Ms. Walsh, can you answer ny question?

A Yes, yes.

Q -- Wwere you present -- were you present with the
child 24 hours a day, seven days a week when you were in San
Franci sco?

A Yeah, | would say that there was maybe |i ke an hour a
day here and there where | would go out and |like get a
mani cure, or |ike shop for an hour, where | wasn't with her,
but | was physically wth her, yes.

Q So you had a full-time nanny, right, that's 24/7, who

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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was there every day of the week for seven days a week --

A Yes.

Q -- to cover one hour a day when you weren't with the
child; is that what you're saying?

A No, I was also working. | was trying to build back
ny business --

Q Ckay.

A -- so | was working during the day and --

Q You weren't present with Evie every mnute of the

day, right?

A | was -- like | said -- | was physically near her, in
the apartnent with her, aside -- | nean, | was physically
separated fromher, right, like for nore than 20 feet, 30 feet

Q And sonetinmes --

A -- you know, an hour

Q -- and sonetinmes you were doing work for your
busi ness, right?

A Yes, but | nean, | was --

Q And sonetines you were calling your parents and
speaking to them right?

A -- the nanny was calling her parents, since we -- |
mean - -

Q "' mnot asking about the nanny's parents, M. Wil sh,

' mjust asking about yours. Did you sonmetinmes nmake tel ephone

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
*914-621-7271*




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022 51

calls?
MR WEDDLE: Judge, could | ask you to instruct
the witness to answer the question she is asked?
THE COURT: Yes, just --
THE W TNESS: Yes, | made tel ephone calls.
BY MR ADVOCATE
Q And sonetines you watched TV, right?
A Yes.
Q And sonetinmes you weren't always focused 100 percent

always on the child, right, because you had a nanny present,

ri ght?
A | think that's fair to say.
Q Yeah, and you're not putting -- there wasn't a

stopwatch in your hand every time Stephen went over to the
child and, you know, held her, or cooed with her. You weren't
sitting there with a stopwatch timng how | ong he was spendi ng
with the child, right?

A | wasn't, but it was sonething that bothered ne and
was upsetting for me to witness, so it's definitely sonething
that | paid closer attention to. Particularly, it was very
upsetting for me, and I know not all fathers do this, but when
he woul dn't conme to the pediatrician appointnents, or the
cardiol ogi st, the nanny would come with ne, but it was -- it
al ways bothered nme that he woul dn't participate in that.

Q And then there came a tine when you left San

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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Franci sco and you went to New York, right?

A Yes.

Q Right. So while you were in San Francisco, Stephen
had really 24/7 access to the baby, right?

A Yes.

Q And then once you went to New York, that stopped,

ri ght?
A No. No, it didn't stop. Wien we cane to -- in the
original agreenent before the Court was -- if | recall, and

even when | cane back before there was fam |y court action open
before this Court, he was told by ny parents that he could cone
spend time with Evie whenever he wanted to.

Q " mnot asking whether, you know, you say that you
allowed himto, but you came to New York, you said, in around
June of 20 -- what was it, '19, right?

A 2018.

Q 2018. And after you came to New York in June, to the
end of that nonth, did Steve see the child at all?

A No, but he had opportunities to. | nean, he was --
he was told -- he was -- he has never been told by nme, you
cannot see your daughter, | won't let you see your daughter. |
nmean, all the things, he's -- maybe the Court has -- and maybe
| felt conpelled through the Court, but --

Q Well, the Court only is acting on what you' ve asked

the Court to do, right?

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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MR WEDDLE: Objection. That's not the Court's
role. The Court sits in parens patriae of the child.

THE COURT: Sust ai ned.

MR. ADVOCATE: The Court, actually, Judge, does
not just sinply stand in parens patriae, it acts on
requests of the parties. W have an adversarial systemin
the United States, one party asks for certain relief, and
the Court decides whether to grant it or not. The Court
doesn't sinply just act on its own.

THE COURT: Sust ai ned.

BY MR ADVOCATE

Q Ms. Walsh, in June of 2018, M. Russell started an
action for custody in California, right?

A | believe that was June, yeah.

Q Right. And you started an action in New York as
wel |, correct?

A Yes.

Q And with that, you started -- you al so had an O der
of Protection that you started at the sanme tinme, correct?

A | first filed for the Order of Protection because
that was --

Q And that was an Order of Protection to keep
M. Russell away from both you and the child, right?

A Yes, it was, and it was -- | would like to note that

when | was pregnant | saw --

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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Q I"mjust asking what you did, |I'mnot asking --

A No, I would like --

Q -- everything else. |1'mjust asking you about, did
you file a petition for an Order of Protection against
M. Russell on behalf of you and the child, right?

A Yes. If | --

Q So --
A -- can nake a note, Your Honor?
THE COURT: Ckay.
MR. ADVOCATE: No --
THE COURT: -- You can only answer the question
THE W TNESS: Ckay.
THE COURT: Your attorney will followup if he
t hi nks --

THE W TNESS: Ckay.
THE COURT: -- it's appropriate.
BY MR ADVOCATE
Q So your testinmony is now that you asked the Court to
bar M. Russell from having contact wwth the child and you, but
at the same tine you said your parents were offering that he
could see the child whenever he wanted to; is that what you're
sayi ng?
A As long as | wasn’t present, and that they knew that
Evie was safe, and that he was bei ng supervised.

Q So now how would M. Russell have had access to the

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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child in June, when you had an Order of Protection?

A Through my parents. He could have -- ny, at the
time, you know, ny father was very open and willing to doing
what ever he could to facilitate a relationship between Steve
and Evi e.

Q And - -

A So they had di al ogue going on, and | know that there
was probably in the court records -- | think the initial -- the

initial custody appearance, or whatever Judge Gordon-Qdiver

signed, said that, | believe, that visitation should happen
bet ween Steve and ny parents, |ike organizing sonething |ike
t hat .

Q So, if I"'m-- just to be clear -- you are saying to

the Court that you felt it was appropriate. You, Tara WAl sh,
felt it was appropriate for the Court to i ssue an Order of
Protection preventing M. Russell fromhaving visits, or having
any contact even, with Evie, but you're saying your father
woul d do it anyway, and that was sonething that was fine with
you? 1Is that what you're saying?

A | think you're putting words in ny nouth. If you
could just ask ne individual questions. | think you're
creating a dialogue that doesn't really nake sense with ny
I ntent.

Q Now, there did come a tine when M. Russell did have

sone supervised visitation that he agreed to participate in

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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correct?

A Yes.

Q And | believe that was done through -- | believe it
was Conprehensive Fam |y Services; do you recall that?

A | don't renenber.

Q Ckay. And there were several visits that M. Russel
had with that particul ar supervisor

A | don't remenber that particular supervisor. | know

that there were a few different supervisors that all had, you

know, there were various issues going on

Q But he had several visits, correct?

A Yes. Yes --

Q Ri ght.

A -- he had several -- | nmean, | think in total --

Q And during those visits that he had -- those severa
visits -- Evie was never harmed, correct?

A No. No.

Q And the supervisors never expressed any concern in
their reports to you about anything untoward that M. Russel
did towards the child during any of the visits, right?

MS. GENOVESE: (bj ection, hearsay.

THE COURT:  Sust ai ned.

MS. GENOVESE: There's no reports. There's no
supervisors here to testify, and there's no M. Russel

here to testify.

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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THE W TNESS: | never saw --

MR. ADVOCATE: Hold on, wait.

THE COURT: |'m sustaining the objection, so you

don't answer.
BY MR ADVOCATE

Q I"msorry, you never saw any reports; is that what
was ?

A She said | don't answer the question. The judge
sai d.

Q I know, you -- but I'"mgoing to ask you -- did you
ever see any reports froma supervisor?

A No.

Q Di d any supervisor ever express any concern to you
about M. Russell's -- his contact with the child during the
visits?

MS. CGENOVESE: Sane question, just repackaged.
MR ADVOCATE: Judge, it's the sanme question
virtually that --

THE COURT: Counsel, do you --

MR ADVOCATE: -- I'msorry. Yeah, Your Honor
|"msorry.

THE COURT: -- (inaudible).

MS. GENOVESE: | just want to, for the record,

you're asking a question that would call for a hearsay

response. There's no supervisor that's present, your
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client's not present, there's no report that's been
i ntroduced into evidence, and | woul d object to that
questi on.

MR ADVOCATE: And I'mgoing to just respond,
Judge, very briefly by saying it's virtually the sane
question that M. Wddl e asked when he asked his client if
soneone had said -- had expressed any concerns to her --
think it was her doctor had ever expressed any concerns
about her, and the Court allowed it. |'masking the

exact, mrror imge --

THE COURT: | don't think you objected.
MR ADVOCATE: -- question about the supervisor
THE COURT: | would have sustained a hearsay

obj ection, but I'msustaining this objection.
BY MR ADVOCATE

Q Now, you nentioned that there's a pediatrician that
-- you have a pediatrician in New York, correct?

A Correct.

Q When you were in San Francisco, did you have a
pedi atrician out there?

A Yes. She was still very young so she needed to have,
you know.

Q O course, we understand. Now you nentioned,
Ms. Wal sh, that you have two di agnoses of, | think it was --

was it ADHD and bi pol ar disorder 2?

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
*914-621-7271*




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

WALSH V. RUSSELL - 01/05/2022 59

A Yes.
Q Have you ever been diagnosed with a borderline
personal ity?
A No.
Q You nentioned you're on four nedications. Wat are
t hose nedi cati ons?
THE WTNESS: Do | have to answer that? | nean,
what ever.
MR. WEDDLE: Yeah, Judge, I'msorry, we've
testified as to the effects, what's the rel evance?

MR ADVOCATE: Judge, do you want ne to answer

t hat ?

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. ADVOCATE: | can't judge what the possible
side effects are unless |I know what the drugs -- unless |

know what the drugs are, Judge. And, at this nonment in
time, she's testified that she's on four nedications, we
have a right to know what those nedications are.

MR WEDDLE: |s Counsel a physician?

MR. ADVOCATE: No, but | have access to
i nformation about what the potential side effects m ght
be, so | think, Judge, to the extent that they' ve opened
this door, | have to be allowed the opportunity to explore
it. They didn’t have to ask the question, but now that

it's been out there, and there's nedications that are

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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mentioned, | want to know what they are, and | think we're
entitled to. | think the Court would |ike to know as
wel | .

MR WEDDLE: Judge, with respect to access to
information, | don't know what that neans. | do not see
another witness outside. |If that means Googling WebNMD,
that's just not appropriate. That would lead to
M. Advocate testifying as to what he read on the
I nternet.

MR ADVOCATE: |I'mnot going to testify, Judge,
but I wll ask questions.

THE COURT: | think you can just ask genera
guestions about any side effects of any nedication.

MR. ADVOCATE: Judge --

THE COURT: Listen, I amm ndful of the fact
that we're sitting here in an inquest that there is no
other relief to be granted here today other than custody
to Ms. Walsh. So your client is not here, he's not even
filed a petition seeking custody, so where are you goi ng
with this? But if you d |like to ask her about any
negative side effects of any nedications, | think that's
sufficient without getting intoit. M. Wddle is
correct; do you have a nedical expert out there to talk
about the possible side effects?

MR ADVOCATE: No, | do not, Judge, but, to the

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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extent that, you know, we're talking about drugs which
have known side effects, which are reported, and I can ask
about whet her she's experiencing those particul ar side
effects of a nmedication, but | don't know what to ask

wi t hout knowi ng what the medications are. | also don't
know what the purposes of any prescriptions are, if
they're all for bipolar and some are for ADHD, it | eaves
me totally in the dark.

So, you know, if Your Honor wants to sustain the
objection, I will nove on, but at the end of the day, | do
think that, having raised the issue, |I'mallowed to
explore that infornmation.

THE COURT: | said | would allow you to ask
about specific side effects that you think some drugs
coul d have that woul d be having a negative inpact on her
ability to parent, but otherwise, it's irrelevant.

MR. ADVOCATE: How do | know what to ask? |If
we' re tal king about, you know, Klonopin, | can tell you --
| can ask sone questions about what the side effects m ght
be, but if it's Zyrtec, it's a totally different |ine of
questions. | just have no way of know ng.

MR WEDDLE: But she's already testified as to
what the side effects are.

MR. ADVOCATE: She testified to, you know, her

hand sonetines has a trenor, there are always ot her side

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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effects. And, by the way --

MR WEDDLE: There are always other side
effects?

MR ADVOCATE: There are al ways other stuff.
Potential side effects.

MR WEDDLE: On.

THE COURT: (I naudible).

MR ADVOCATE: I'mdealing with this in another
case, Judge, so actually I amfairly know edgeabl e about
sone of this stuff. But if you want to just sustain the
objection, we wll nove on. | don't want to bel abor the
Court's time too nuch --

THE COURT: Yes, let's nove on, please.

MR, ADVOCATE: -- | know we have limted tine.
So, Judge, just for the record to be clear, you sustained
t he objection on the issue of the question of what
medi cations she's on, correct?

THE COURT: Yes.

MR ADVOCATE: Al right. Let me nove on.

BY MR ADVOCATE

Q Ms. Wl sh, when you were in California with
M. Russell, you were also taking nedication for your ADHD and
bi pol ar di agnoses, right?

A Yes.

Q Was it the sane nedication you' re taking now?

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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A Pretty nmuch, yes.
Q Isn't it true that, while you were there with
M. Russell, you put sonme of your nedication into his drinks
and you dosed himw th your nedication?
MR WVEDDLE: Objection, Your Honor. This is
very, very old wne in a new bottle. The Courts of
California have addressed this. | believe this Court has

addressed this. There is a res judicata issue. | don't
have any idea why we're rehashing this now It was
est abl i shed.

THE COURT: And it's outside the scope of
direct.

MR WEDDLE: Well, well beyond that as well,
t oo, Judge

MS. CGENOVESE: |If M. Russell had wanted to
present sonme facts, he would have showed up.

MR. ADVOCATE: Well --

MS. GENOVESE: That is beyond the direct.

THE COURT: Yes, so this is a backdoor way,
M. Advocate, to try to get in testinmony that your client
m ght have presented had he been here, and |I'm not going
to allowit.

MR ADVOCATE: Your Honor, | understand that it
may seem in certain respects, like it's a backdoor way,

but you can get information in the front door through the

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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other side's -- fromthe other side's client -- on a
cross-exam nation, and you can also get it froma direct.
To the extent that Ms. Walsh is saying ny client was
acting erratically, that may be one of the reasons that he
was active erratically, and 1'd like to get a response to
t he questi on.

MS. GENOVESE: Again, if M. Russell were here,
he could testify. M. Russell was noticed of this court
date nmultiple tinmes, and he's not here to testify and
present facts. But you are putting facts into evidence
t hat have not been testified under direct. It is beyond
t he scope of direct, and --

MR ADVOCATE: It is --

MS. GENOVESE: -- that is why | --

THE COURT: The objection is sustained.

MR. ADVOCATE: -- Your Honor, it's not beyond
t he scope.

THE COURT: You don't get to present his case
W thout a client, M. Advocate. These issues were not
raised on direct; you're limted in your scope of
Cross-exam nati on.

MR ADVOCATE: It was raised though, because
there was allegations that he was irrational, and he's not
-- and he's nentally unstable. And that, in fact, may

have been directly, and my questions are whether she in

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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fact caused that nental inbalance at a period of tine
because she does --
THE COURT: Well, then ask her what she thinks
caused it.
MR ADVOCATE: Judge, | --
THE COURT: [I'mnot allowing it, M. Advocate,
move on.
BY MR ADVOCATE

Q Ms. Wl sh, you stated that you're not agai nst
M. Russell having a relationship with Evie if it's, quote,
safe; do you renenber saying sonmething |ike that?

A Sorry, can you rephrase that? | wasn't --

Q | believe you said that you were not opposed to
M. Russell having a relationship with Evie if -- as long as it
was safe?

A Yeah, | didn't elaborate upon that, | nean,
obviously, yes, | need -- Evie's safety is ny priority.

Q So you are -- you're agreeing that it would be a
good thing for Evie to have a relationship with her father,
correct?

A | think it's a good thing for a child to always have

a healthy, safe relationship with their father
Q We're not tal king about any child, |I'mtalking about
your child.

A | haven't -- | don't know how to answer this.

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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Q | thought you answered it earlier on M. Weddle's
question, when he asked, are you opposed to M. Russell having
a relationship with Evie.

A | think that that relationship, due to his behaviors
and my belief on his ability to parent, | think that his
relationship needs to be facilitated in a certain way, where
there are boundaries and supervision to assure that Evie is
safe. | don't think that he can just have a typical
fat her-daughter relationship, | guess.

Q Well, so what are you saying that it would take to
satisfy you that Evie was safe in M. Russell's care?

A | mean, that’s a very open-ended questi on.

Q I"mtrying to nake it as easy as possible. Wat are
you saying you would agree to for M. Russell having a
relationship with Evie, and to ensure that she was safe? |
nmean, that was your word, it was, you have no objection to
Steve having a relationship with Evie if it is done safely. Do
you renenber saying those words?

MR WEDDLE: |1'mgoing to object to the phrase

-- the formof the question -- just because it sounds |ike

Counsel is nowtrying to negotiate --

MR ADVOCATE: You're right, M. Wddle.
MR WEDDLE: -- settlement with my client --
MR ADVOCATE: You're right, M. Wddle, I'm

going to withdraw the question. He's so right that | just

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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have to rephrase, Judge.
BY MR ADVOCATE

Q Ms. Wl sh, do you recall testifying on your direct
that you have no objection to Steve having a relationship with
Evie, if it is done safely?

A Yes, | think that's an inportant --

Q So what did you mean -- I'mgoing to follow up.

Vait, wait, wait --
THE COURT: Ckay, wait. There's no question.

You said yes, that's --

BY MR ADVOCATE

Q You said yes, and let me follow up now for one
second. GCkay? So what did you nean by, if it is, quote, done
safely?

A I think that that's the same question as before.

What do | nmean by if it's done safely?

Q Yes, those were your words. |'m asking what you
meant by those words.

A | nmean, done safely, so it would be done under the
way that | would care for Evie, or her grandparents, or, you
know. It's a very conplicated thing due to her father's
behavior, | nean, there's so many novi ng aspects. Like, for
I nstance, pictures of her posted on the internet after a visit,
or comments that she wote, or when he, apparently, spoke with

her recently, he told her she was going to nove to San

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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Franci sco on sone -- with the visit wth the nother -- and she
cane back and said, Monmy, am| noving to San Franci sco? |
nmean, there's so many noving factors, let alone the fact that
he coul d | eave her alone and wal k away and forget about her,
which is what | witnessed. | nean, it's -- it's very, very
conplicated. Safety is all in context of the situation, right?

| mean, if you're on a rollercoaster, it's different safety

than you would require if you were wal king on a street. | nean
it's, it's a very -- at least that's how | | ook at that
questi on.

Q So, you said that M. Russell had a conversation with
the child, at sone point, and she said somethi ng about noving
to San Francisco, right?

A He -- his nother had a visit where he was told that
he coul dn't be present, but he, apparently, was on FaceTi ne
with her on an iPad for a few hours.

Q When was that?

A | believe Chris was asking ne. | think that it was
in Septenber, if | renenber correctly.

Q Sept ember of this past year, 20217

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And were you -- do you hear -- | nean, were
you present for that phone call?

A No.

Q Ckay. And how old is Evie right now? She's three-

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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and-a-half or four?

A She's four --

Q Four .

A -- later this nonth.

Q And do you know whether M. Russell told the child
that the child was noving there, or whether she m ght cone to
visit one day?

MR WEDDLE: Objection. She said she did not
hear the phone call.
THE COURT:  Sust ai ned.
MR ADVOCATE: One m nute, Your Honor.
BY MR ADVOCATE

Q Now, Ms. Wal sh, you nentioned that M. Russell had
been physical with you once, correct?

A Yes.

Q And when was that?

A Around March 8th or 9th of 2018.

Q | see. There's no police report that was filed at
that time, right?

A There wasn't, but | wanted to file one. | addressed

it --

Q But you didn't, right?

A Because | was told that it could jeopardize ny
cust ody.
Q Fine. And you have no pictures of any bruising that

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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you nentioned today?

A | did take pictures of bruises on ny |eg.

Q And you didn’t introduce any of these into your
testinony today though, correct?

A | can find themon ny phone and give themto Chris.
| don't know if they're -- it was -- | had so nmany brui ses on
ny --

Q " mjust asking whether you introduced any into
evi dence during your direct exam

A Yes.

Q You di d?

A Ch, that's -- | don't believe that Chris introduced
them no. But | do have them and | have --

Q There's no question pendi ng.

MR ADVOCATE: One second, Your Honor. [''m

al nost done. Nothing further, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you. Ms. GCenovese.

CRCSS- EXAM NATI ON OF TARA K. WALSH

BY MS. CGENOVESE

Q

websi t es,
A
Q
websites?

A

Ms. Wal sh, you testified that you have viewed certain
correct?
Yes.

And when was the last tinme that you viewed those

| looked -- | |ooked yesterday -- or rather my little

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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brother tried to pull it up yesterday, but | think it would be
the day before yesterday that | | ooked.

Q You say you saw the websites, what did you see the
day before yesterday? Wat did you --

A Vell, I was specifically concerned that --

Q What did you see?

A Ch, so | saw a picture of Evie on one of the
websites. | saw a post -- a series of posts that were not
kind. And, you know, | saw Evie's nanme nentioned a |ot, her
first and | ast nane, and, you know, ny first and |ast name, and
famly menbers' first and |ast name. Those are what, you know,
real |y stands up.

Q You say you saw a picture of Evie, was Evie wearing a
T-shirt that says Stevie Loves Evie on it?

A | think she may have been. | know that there's nore
t han one photo of Evie.

Q So there are photographs of Evie; is that correct?

A On the website, yes, there are.

Q And there are photographs also of M. Russell; is
that correct?

A Yes.

Q And there are photographs of M. Russell with Evie,
correct?

A | believe so. | didn't see themtwo days ago, but |

saw t hem bef ore

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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Ckay.
Yeah.
And you' ve seen those phot ographs.

Yes.

o » O > O

There were al so photographs of other famly nenbers,
that's correct?
A Yes, and vi deos.

Q There are photographs of the maternal grandnother,

correct?
A | think there may have been. | know there was a
letter, an email | renenber seeing, but.

Q And there are photographs depicting your father,
Evie's grandfather, correct?

A Yes.

Q And there are photographs depicting your brother.
Your brother, | think, is Brendon (ph)?

A Brendon, yes.

Q Brendon on the website, right?

A Yes.

Q And, in fact, when you | ook at the website, do you
see any docunents from anot her court proceeding?

A Yes. There's transcripts fromfamly court. There's
transcripts in both states, there's pictures of an attorney
that was helping ne in California. There's pictures of various

judges fromthe famly court. | don't think Judge Schauer

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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but, yeah. There's -- I'mtrying to think what other -- well,
t he depositions, obviously, he took depositions for a civil
case, and he posted the full depositions of my father, nother,
and brother, and friend on Vinmeo, with their first and | ast
nanes.

Q So those deposition transcripts are on the website
for people to view, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And is there commentary with respect to those, when
those -- when you | ook -- withdrawm. Wen you |ook at the --
you say that there's |like depictions of photographs of famly
menbers, is there commentary under that depiction of a
relative? 1s there some type of witing that's on the website?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And the witing on the website, would you deem
It as conplinmentary?

A No.

MR ADVOCATE: (bjection, Your Honor.
MS. GENOVESE: It's cross.
THE COURT: Overrul ed.
MR. ADVOCATE: |'mnot saying you can't |ead, |
just think it's a vague question
BY Ms. CGENOVESE:
Q "Il ask the witness what type of comentary is there

on the website.

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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A So for ny father, it says his first and | ast nane,
his profession, and calls hima crimnal, and says he comitted
felonies with the DQJ, sonething, sonething. | know ny
father's never conmtted a felony. He calls ny little brother
Brendon, trying to get into medical school, he uses his first
and | ast nanme and calls himcreepy, and maybe |i ke a serial
Killer or sonething. M nother, he uses her first and | ast
name, he says that she's -- she poisons her children -- and,
you know, she has Miunchausen by proxy, | think he repeats. M
friend, he calls a crimnal. M, | nean, he calls -- he says |
have borderline personality disorder, I'm you know, tried to
defraud himand conmt multiple crinmes against him

Q Has anyone -- withdrawn. Has a nonparty ever conme up
to you and indicated that they've seen these websites?

A Yes.

Q And this nonparty, did this nonparty have anything --
any kind of a relationship with Evie?

A Yeah, so a friend, one of Evie's closest friends, who
| prefer not to say his nanme, his nother cane up to nme and she
had conme across the website, and she expressed concern --

MR. ADVOCATE: (bjection, Judge, to the hearsay.

THE COURT:  Sust ai ned.

MS. GENOVESE: She expressed concern is not
hearsay, it's just --

THE W TNESS: She told me, and she expressed

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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concern to nme directly. She cane to ne and said she was

concer ned.

MR ADVOCATE: (Objection again.

THE COURT: Gkay. That's -- sustained.

MR ADVOCATE: | mean, we're getting to the
hear say.

M5. GENOVESE: Yep
BY Ms. GENOVESE

Q You testified that there was sone type of a FaceTine
wth M. Walsh (sic) in Septenber of 2021; is that correct?

A M. Russell, yes. Yes.

Q After, in that nmonth of Septenber, did Evie express
concerns to you?

A So after the visit with her grandnother, it was very
odd because every day, you know, when ny parents watch her, |I'm
not wwth her for a period of tine, | say, what did you do, did
you do anything exciting, and after the visit with her
grandnot her, you know, | said the sane thing, what did you do,
and she said | can't talk about it. | can't talk about it,
Momry. | can't. Wiich was very odd. And then, as the weeks
went by, she told me that she was told that she couldn't talk
about it. | don't really know how she kept that prom se what
was told to her, because she's, again, she's three, so it's
very odd for her to withhold information, but it was a little

strange and concerning. And then, you know, things started
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com ng out, like the Mormy am 1 going to nove to San Franci sco.
She did say, which I'"mvery hesitant to say, and | don't want
to, that her dad, she calls himSteve -- ny dad, Steve Russel
-- because she's very --

MS. GENOVESE: |'mgoing to object to -- we're

getting into conversations with -- of ny client --

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

MS. GENOVESE: -- at this point.

THE W TNESS: Ckay. Yeah

MR WEDDLE: |'msorry, | just don't understand

t he objection. Conversations between the w tness and your
client?
MS. GENOVESE: Yes. W thdrawn.
BY M5. GENOVESE
Q Vell, you said that Evie expressed concerns, any
ot her observations?
A She said to nme that --
MR. ADVOCATE: (bjection to the hearsay, Judge.
MS. GENOVESE: (Observations?
MR. ADVOCATE: No, about she said. The answer
starting with the words, she said.
THE COURT:  Sust ai ned.
BY M5. GENOVESE
Q You testified that Evie's in preschool; how s she

doing in preschool ?
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A She's doing wonderfully. | just had a neeting with
her teacher a few weeks ago, and she said she's one of her
favorite students, that she's 10 steps ahead of all the other
kids, that she |oves having her in her class, and that she's
very bright.

Q You al so testified that Evie has pediatricians, and |

think you said a pediatric cardiol ogist?

A Yes.
Q Wio sel ected the pediatrician and the cardiol ogist?
A I did.
Q And the preschool, who selected the preschool for
Evi e?
A | did. | nmean, ny nother hel ped me because she knows

the area, but we |ooked at a few different schools, and |
selected the final one.

Q You testified that you take nedications; do you take
the nmedi cations as they are prescribed?

A Absol utel y.

Q And if you were to be granted custody of Evie, would
you take the nedication as prescribed by your physician?

A Absol utely, yes.

Q And you woul d agree to follow the recommendati ons of
your physician with respect to the nedications?

A Absol utely, yes.

Q Just one nore question with respect to the websites.

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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I's there also a podcast that’s on the internet?

A Yes. | forgot about that. And there's also a
graphi c novel, but there's a podcast. | haven't seen any ful
epi sodes.

Q Wien you | ook at the podcast -- when you | ook online

-- is there a caricature of Evie?
A Yes, yes.
Q So there is sone type of a picture that depicts Evie

or a caricature?

A Yes.
Q Draw ng?
A Yes.
Q [llustration?
A Many, vyes.
MS. GENOVESE: | have nothing further

THE COURT: M. Weddle.
REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON OF TARA K. WALSH
BY MR WEDDLE:

Q When you filed your Fam|ly Offense petition, did you
believe that you were doing so in order to interfere in Evie's
relationship with her father?

A No.

Q There was sonething you wanted to add about filing
that Famly O fense petition earlier; what was it?

A Yeah, so when | was pregnant, | saw a psychiatrist,

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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forgot the type, but they -- it was a psychiatrist that
speci alizes in pregnancy. Her nane was Dr. Jennifer Rhodes,
and | saw her on a weekly basis when | was pregnant, and she,
you know, we did talk therapy, and she nonitored ny
nmedi cations. And she also net with nmy ol der sister, and, you
know, we had a plan for when Evie was born, the hospital, where
Evie would sleep, every little detail, you know, of Evie's
care. And she told ne on nunerous --
MR. ADVOCATE: C(bjection to the hearsay, Judge.
BY MR WEDDLE:
Q You can't testify as to what sonebody else said to
you.
A Ckay.
Q But you can testify as to why you filed the Famly
O fense petition and what was going on in your mnd
A So | -- there were nunerous, highly-qualified
prof essionals -- that had given me their opinion that | should
have an Order of Protection against M. Russell
MR ADVOCATE: (Objection, Your Honor, this is
all hearsay. Myve to strike.
MR WEDDLE: As a result -- sorry.
THE COURT: Sustained as to the hearsay.
BY MR WEDDLE:
Q As a result of your conversations with various

medi cal professionals, did you then decide to file the Famly

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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O fense petition?

A | didn"t. | was, again, this began when | was
pregnant, and | didn’t. | also was advised that M. Russel
shoul d not be in the hospital at Evie's birth. | let himcome

to the hospital and I wouldn't file an Order of Protection
against himat the tine.

Q So is it fair to say that you were doing everything
I n your power not to exclude M. Russell fromEvie's |ife?

A Yes. Despite the fact that it was, | don't know if

you could say risking my reflection as a parent for having him

around, or --
Q But if | understand your testinmony correctly, is it
fair to say that you didn't -- you held off and did not file a

Fam |y O fense petition until you felt unsafe?

A Until | felt really unsafe, like nmy life was in
danger, and Evie, yeah. | don't know that | would -- yeah

Q And you testified about a friend of Evie's nother
contacting you about these websites, right? D d you have a
concern that Evie's friend, that this other child, if that
child was with Evie, that that other child s pictures mght end
up on these websites?

A Absolutely. | mean, anybody that -- anybody that
M. Russell -- anybody that M. Russell has been infornmed of
first and |last nanes, having to do with anyone close to ne,

anyone friends with Evie, her doctors, anybody, he has posted

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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t hings about themon the internet. So it's w thout a doubt
that if he had a picture of Evie's friend' s nother, for sone
reason didn't |ike her, that he woul d post a picture of Evie's
friend's nother and Evie's friend on the internet, yes.

Q You were asked on cross-exam nation by M. Advocate a
question, in which | believe he said you had testified on
direct that M. Russell had been physical with you once. MW
guestion is, the one incident that you described for the Court,

was that the only tine M. Russell was ever physically violent

wth you?

A It was the tine. He had threatened physica
vi ol ence, like he would often say, when | was pregnant, that he
was going to -- he would hold his hand with his tel ephone and

say he was going to smash his cell phone in nmy face. And he
woul d throw things against the wall. He -- yeah, the cel

phone smashing in the face thing was a repeated conment, but |

think it's -- when he was physical with me, | was recovering
fromny Csection still, and | wasn't -- | was so injured that
| could barely walk. | was linping for Iike two weeks. And it

was particularly nenorable because | think it was |ike five
weeks or six weeks after nmy C-section that | could run again
and exercise, and | tried to run and I couldn't run because,
you know, ny body was so hurt.

MR WEDDLE: Thank you, Your Honor. | have

nothing further. And we rest, of course.

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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THE COURT: M. Advocate.
RECRCSS EXAM NATI ON OF TARA K. WALSH
BY MR ADVOCATE
Q So, Ms. Walsh, you're saying that M. Russell was
physical with you while you were recovering from your
C-section, correct?
A Yes.

Q And it was so bad, you couldn't even run afterwards,

ri ght?

A | had -- and I had to wear |ong dresses that covered
ny brui ses.

Q And then you still decided to nmove out with himto

San Francisco for a few nonths, right?

A That was when | got to San Francisco. And pretty
nmuch after that happened, | was trying to | eave, in whatever
way that | coul d.

Q But you didn't leave in April or May, right?

A Yes, because there were constant threats to taking
our daughter away fromme if | left.

Q So, in other words, M. Russell was saying he was
going to go to court and take custody of Evie, right?

A He -- well, it wasn't just that -- he said he would
take her and | woul d never see her, and, you know, the -- |"'Il|
take her, you'll never see her. | have nore noney than you, |

can hire legal teans. |'Il crush you in court. No matter what
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you do, I'"Il crush you in court. You know, stuff |ike that.
It was -- and, at the tine, | was really vulnerable, and I
believed it.

Q So, Ms. Wl sh, let me ask you anot her question. Do
you have any social nedia accounts, Facebook, Instagram or

anything like that?

A | do, but it's nore so because --
Q | just asked the question, do you?
A Yes.

Q And does your famly? Do they have any of those
accounts too, |ike Facebook and I nstagranf

A Yeah, yeah.

Q And do they ever post pictures of Evie?

A You know, | don't really look at their social nedia
profiles, but | knowthat if they did post a picture of Evie,
that they wouldn't have any negative commentary or inferences,
or it would be sonething, you know, very -- posted with
well-intent. But | don't think, for the nost part, that they
do. | don't know. | would have to go -- | have a |l ot of
fam |y menbers.

Q Have you ever posted any photos of Evie?

A | have, yeah, but nostly my profiles are private, and
it's nostly because | have such a big famly, like | probably
have, | would say close to like 200 fam |y menbers within 30

mles of here, including all my cousins and their kids. So |
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post things so that like kind of all nmy famly can see.

Q And all your friends on Instagram and Facebook can
see too, right?

A Yeah, but | don't really -- it's nore so Instagram
| don't really -- and | very, very -- | don't -- yeah, | would
have to | ook.

Q As they say, Facebook's for the over 50 crowd now, so
nostly Instagram right?

A Yeah, yeah. But | don't even think that | have any
photos up of Evie on ny Instagram

Q The photos that M. Russell is posting are photos
from when she was a baby, when she was with him right?

A Wien she was a baby, and visiting, and, yeah

Q So nost of those photos are years old, correct?

A I think maybe there's sone from 2019, so that would
be |ike -- yeah, | guess you could say they're years old, yeah
Q Ckay.

A One inportant thing, because I do SEO --
MR. ADVOCATE: | have no further questions.
THE W TNESS: Oh, sorry. Sorry.
MR. ADVOCATE: Thank you, Judge, no further
questi ons.
THE COURT: Ms. Cenovese.
MS. GENOVESE: h.

RECROSS EXAM NATI ON OF TARA K. WALSH

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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BY M5. GENOVESE

Q Wien you look at the internet, -- let's say the Evie
Loves Stevie website -- is there not sone type of a request for
people to follow it?

A Yeah, there's like a button to like it -- to like
posts -- and, yeah, to followit. So on the website it's a
blog, so there's like a feature where you can |ike blog posts
and comment on them

Q And, in fact -- withdrawm. There are also texts on
the website, correct?

A Yeah, yeah.

Q The text from M. Russell, hinmself --

MR. ADVOCATE: That's beyond the scope of the
cross -- of arecross -- at this point. | only asked
about Ms. Walsh's own Instagram and Facebook posts. |'m
not asking about the blog or any of the other postings
that M. Russell had done.

MS. GENOVESE: Well, you were |likening the posts

w th sonme beni gn Facebook, which this has --

MR ADVOCATE: | don't |iken anything, | just
ask questions, Judge. That's all | did.
THE COURT: [I'Il allowit.

BY MS. CGENOVESE
Q They're texts. They're texts that have M. Russell's

name on them so there are texts that have nanes of other

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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fam |y menbers on them

A Yes.

Q There are emails that have comuni cations from
M. Russell that are on these websites.

A Yes, yes. | can't vouch for the validity of all of
them and | also should say that | try not to look at it too
much because it's upsetting for me, so -- but | have -- | have

seen enough of it to see that sort of stuff, yeah.

Q And how woul d you -- withdrawn. And you i ndicated
you had Facebook, on your Facebook, do you have postings that
are derogatory towards Evie's father?

A Absol utely not.

MS. GENOVESE: Not hing further.
HE COURT: Okay. Nothing further fromyou,

M. Weddl e?

MR. VWEDDLE: Not hi ng, Judge.
THE COURT: Al right. M. Advocate. No

W t nesses, right?

MR. ADVOCATE: No. | may have a foll ow up
question or two, based on Ms. --
THE COURT: Ckay.
MR ADVOCATE: -- Cenovese's.
RE- RECROSS EXAM NATI ON
BY MR ADVOCATE:

Q Ms. Walsh, | understand that there is an order that

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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was issued by, | believe, this Court, that said that
M. Russell's nother, or anyone asking on her behal f, cannot

post anything about the child; do you recall that?

A Yes.

MS. GENOVESE: | woul d object because that's --
the order is specific -- and you're quoting portions of
the order. |If you're going to quote a court order, either

ask the Court to take judicial notice of it, or quote it
correctly.

MR. ADVOCATE: | think that's the --

THE COURT: \Where are you going with that,

M. Advocate?

MR ADVOCATE: | just wanted to know if there's
a conparabl e order prohibiting M. Russell from posting
anyt hi ng about the child.

MS. GENOVESE: There is a current order that
prohibits postings. It's a long order. | nean, | amalso
at the end of --

MR. ADVOCATE: No, no, what |I'masking is
whet her there's an order about M. Russell not being able
to post.

MS. GENOVESE: There's an order that's quite
specific as to what M. Russell can or cannot do, and the
order would speak for itself. | don't want to --

MR ADVOCATE: |'mnot sure |I'maware of that

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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order, Judge. And that's why |I'masking -- that's why
I'd like the witness to know whether there's --

THE COURT: (Okay. So the Court will take
judicial notice --

MR, ADVOCATE: Right.

THE COURT: -- of the order entered on default

against M. Russell. It is --

MS. GENOVESE: And | would al so ask that the

Court take --
MR. ADVOCATE: And what's the --
MS. GENOVESE: -- judicial --
MR ADVOCATE: -- Your Honor --
MS. GENOVESE: -- judicial notice of the order

that was the tenporary order before the pernanent order --

MR ADVOCATE: Let ne just --

MS. GENOVESE: -- the restraint --

MR. ADVOCATE: ~-- | understand, but unless we
get there.

MS. CGENOVESE: -- cane from Cctober.

MR ADVOCATE: Let ne just ask the Court for a
courtesy, is it possible the Court could print me a copy
of that order, or, you know --

THE COURT: Yes, I'll do that.

MR ADVOCATE: -- that would be terrific.

THE COURT: The order is dated Decenber 3rd. |Is

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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it printing, Eric? Can you get --

MS. GENOVESE: There was al so a previous --

THE COURT: ~-- | think I'mconnected to --

M5. GENOVESE: -- to that, there was a tenporary
or der.

MR ADVOCATE: The one --

MS. GENOVESE: |'m just explaining.

MR ADVOCATE: -- the final one is nore
inmportant to ne, but | appreciate that, Donna, actually; |
real ly do.

THE COURT: Well, I'mprinting out a copy of the
order with Notice of Settlenent.

MR. ADVOCATE: Thank you, Judge. Needless to
say, | don't have that order, or | wouldn't be asking you.
THE COURT: (kay. Anything further?

MR. ADVOCATE: No, Judge.

THE COURT: Anything further fromyou,

Ms. Genovese?

MS. GENOVESE: No, Judge.

THE COURT: Al right. So are we going to do
sonme cl osing statements?

MR WVEDDLE: Judge, | don't need a closing
statenent, | think the testinony speaks for itself.

THE COURT: Gkay, thank you. You can step down,

Ms. Wl sh.

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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THE W TNESS: Thank you.

THE COURT: M. Advocate, would you like to make
a closing argunent?

MR. ADVOCATE: No, thank you, Judge.

THE COURT: Ms. Cenovese?

MS. GENOVESE: | would like to request that the

orders --

MR. ADVOCATE: Thank you very nuch.

MS. GENOVESE: -- that the restraints, with
respect to M. Russell, and also Ms. Russell, be

conti nued on a permanent basis, and that, in connection
with those orders, that it be clear.

|'d like to add to it that neither M. Russel
or Ms. Russell would cooperate with providing
i nformation, docunentation, photographs, texts, emails, to
anyone on this -- that creates, or works on, or anyone
associated with those websites.

Those websites still exist, and part of the
order was to have themrenoved, but they do still exist.
So | would like the orders to continue, and to be that
there be no cooperation with any website, or anyone who
may own the website, making further postings, and
including any further information fromthese proceedings,
any other proceedings involving nmy client, putting any

phot ogr aphs, texts, or emails regarding this litigation.
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THE COURT: And your position with respect to
cust ody?

MS. GENOVESE: W th respect to custody,

M. Russell's not present. M. Russell -- | would ask
that the petition of the petitioner be granted with
respect to custody. There's no cross petition, there's no
participation by M. Russell. M. Russell hasn't
participated in a forensic evaluation, he has not paid the
court-ordered forensic, so | would support that the
petitioner be granted custody.

MR. ADVOCATE: Your Honor, 1'Ill just address the
-- | want to address the -- M. Cenovese's request to
basically have a full confidentiality of all the
proceedings in here. That's not the state of the law in
New York. This is an open courtroom technically, all the
information that's being recorded here is open. It is
First Amendment issues that this presses upon. This is
not sonet hing that should be done by an oral application.

I f Ms. Genovese, as the attorney for the child,
wants to nake sone sort of special notion that everything
be seal ed and not hing can be posted, then that is her
right, but it has to be done by notion, on notice, and
give M. Russell an opportunity to respond to it.

MS. GENOVESE: M. Russell had an opportunity to

participate in these proceedings, but he chose not to.

(A) Aarons Court Reporting
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THE COURT: Well, that order remains. |[|'ve
already signed -- that's not an interimorder, that's an
order on default, the order of which you' ve just been
given a copy, M. Advocate.

MR. ADVOCATE: Yes, | know. | knowit's --

THE COURT: So that's --

MR ADVOCATE: -- been entered, Judge.
THE COURT: -- what's that?
MR ADVOCATE: | know that's been entered.

THE COURT: Yes, it's an order on default. It's
a final order, it's not an interimorder, so the |anguage
in that order will continue.

MR ADVOCATE: Right. 1'mnot questioning that,
Judge, | think Ms. Genovese is going beyond what's in the
order. The order is the order, but | don't think that
t here should be an additional order made w thout doing it
on notion, with notice, and an opportunity to respond.
That's all |'m saying, Judge.

MS. CENOVESE: M. Russell would have had the
opportunity to testify. He would have had the opportunity
to present evidence. He would have had the opportunity to
explain his postings, but he has not appeared.

MR ADVOCATE: Wwell, this --

MS. GENOVESE: And | object to ny client being

spl ashed all over the internet, and derogatory statenments
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t hat she can, at sonme point in her life, see, read, and

t here have been -- there was testinony that there was

anot her nother that had raised concern about these
postings. | just -- | don't see that there's any good
coming fromthese postings, and so | would say that the
order should also have M. -- well, here. Sorry, |I'mjust
pulling it.

THE COURT: Al right. The order is, | think,
pretty extensive --

MS. GENOVESE: Ri ght.

THE COURT: -- as it exists, and it seens clear
that he's not in conpliance with it, by virtue of what
|'"ve heard here today.

MR ADVOCATE: Judge, that isn't clear either.
There was no testinmny about whether my client has added
anything to the blog since then. Although I don't believe

THE COURT: Well, the order requires that the
exi sting postings, blogs, and |ikenesses be erased,
deactivated, and deleted, and | think it was --

MR. ADVOCATE: | --

THE COURT: -- pretty clear that he has not done
that. And noving forward that certainly will have an
impact on his future relationship with his daughter,

shoul d he desire to have one.
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At this point, I'mgoing to render ny decision
on the record. On M. Russell's default on inquest, | do
find it appropriate and in the child s best interest for
Ms. Wal sh to be awarded sol e | egal and physical custody.

Testinmony was that since June of 2018, Ms. WAl sh
has been the sole caretaker of the child, and M. Russel
has had only one contact with his daughter since Septenber
of 2019. Even then, Ms. Walsh and M. Russell were living
together with the child for a brief tinme in California.

He had mnimal involvenment, including failing to attend
doctor's appointnments or care.

This Court finds that Ms. Walsh remain the
primary caretaker for the child' s life. M. Wlsh
testified credibly that Evie is thriving in her care. She
testified credibly as to seeing M. Russell's nmental
health issues, and in this respect the Court takes a
negative inference, due to his refusal to submt to a
forensi c eval uation.

Also, given M. Russell's failure to take
advant age of any access to the child during this Court's
[imted involvenent, |I'mgoing to nake any future access
condi ti oned upon his application to the Court.

| find that his creating of the numerous
websi tes which disparage the nother and the famly, and

i ncl ude photos of the child, to be inappropriate, and he
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has failed to cooperate with this court order that he
refrain fromdoing so and that he delete those posts,
which | believe | said on the record in the begi nning of
this case | find constitute alienating behavior.

It is well-established in the |aw that parents
who di sparage the other parent are engaging in alienating
behavi or, and that is inappropriate.

Wth respect to the Fam|ly O fense petition
again, Ms. Walsh testified credibly as to her need for an
Order of Protection, so the Court is continuing the O der
of Protection that has been in effect on an interimbasis
until this date. That Order of Protection is that
M. Russell stay away from Ms. \Wal sh, her honme, her place
of enploynment, that he have no communication with her by
any means, and that he not assault, stalk, harass,
threaten, intimdate, or convey crimnal offense against
her .

That Order of Protection will be in effect until
January 5th of 2024. And if you could submt the order on
notice, M. Weddle, we'll prepare the Order of Protection
here today and you can take that for your client. | also
want to say that, with respect to the transcript, because
they wind up on the internet, that given M. Russell's
inability to conply with nmy court order, that |I'm

ordering, M. Advocate, that you not provide your client
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wth a copy of the transcript, and the Court will not
provide a copy to M. Russell w thout an appropriate
Affidavit of Nondisclosure, that he agrees not to post any

portion of it on any social nedia platform

In other words, |I'mnot denying himaccess --
MR ADVOCATE: | understand.

THE COURT: -- to that transcript --

MR ADVOCATE: | understand.

THE COURT: -- | just find that this sort of

behavi or lasts forever. He has a young daughter who's too
young to get onto the internet by herself, at this point,
but clearly, she has friends and fam |y menbers who are
able to do that, and that's very danmagi ng.

And the fact that he doesn't see that is really
very distressing to ne, that he is engaging in this
behavior. He has failed and refused to participate in
t hese court proceedings, to allow nme to hear his voice,
and to be able to help him and that is, obviously, to his
di sadvant age, because, at this point, | believe we have
concl uded.

| do have one m nor housekeeping issue that 1'd
like to take up after we are off the record, but that
concludes all of the petitions pending before me. | do
note that there is a support proceedi ng pendi ng for

January 26th, at 10: 00 before Support Magistrate Furman,
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but other than that, all of the matters pending before ne,
| believe, are resolved, and you'll submt an appropriate
order.
MS. GENOVESE: Ckay. Can we go off the record
for one nonent, Judge? |'msorry.
THE COURT: Yes. | concluded everything | have
to say. Of the record.
(Of the record 12:12:42 p.m)
(Whereupon a short recess was taken.)
(On the record 12:20:14 p.m)

THE COURT: Al right. W're back on the
record, and | just will note that Ms. Wal sh has stepped
out of the courtroom it's just the three attorneys here.
M. Advocate. |'msorry, M. Genovese

MS. GENOVESE: And | had nmade a request that the
transcripts of these proceedings, in addition to the
affidavit, be treated as if it was |like a forensic report,
in that it only be viewed in Counsel's office, rather than
rel eased.

THE COURT: Anyone want to respond?

MR. ADVOCATE: W' ve had substantial, you know,
di scussion off the record, and, Judge, | understand that,
you know, that's the Court's position, and it nmakes sense.
So | understand.

THE COURT: Yes, and | did say that you couldn't
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provide himwith a copy of the transcript; | think | said
t hat .

MR. WEDDLE: Yes, you did.

MS. GENOVESE: Yes.

THE COURT: But he certainly can review it in
Counsel 's office, and when | did say that the Court would
not provide hima copy of the transcript, | know that he
has a habit of firing lawers and then proceedi ng pro se,
so that he can get what he otherwi se m ght not be able to
get .

And, at that point, he would have to submt an
appropriate Affidavit of Nondisclosure that he would not
post any portion of the transcript on social nmedia, and he
woul d be subject to contenpt if he violates that, just as
-- al though, apparently, he's not cooperated with the
order Ms. Genovese submtted about the websites.

MS. CGENOVESE: And also, if he were to do a
Motion to Reorder, the Court would -- if there was a
transcript -- the Court would maintain that transcript.
And so it wouldn't be dissemnated either that it can be
publ i shed all over the place.

THE COURT: Right. I'mtrying to mnimze the
damage to Evie.

MS. GENOVESE: Right.

THE COURT: Al right. Thank you.
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MR. WEDDLE: Thank you, Judge.

MR ADVOCATE: Thank you, Judge.
(12:21: 58 p. m) [ PROCEEDI NG CONCLUDED]
CERTI FI CATE
I, VALERI WLSON, certify that the foregoing transcript of
proceedings in the Wite Plains Fam |y Court, NYS, Walsh V.
Russel |, File #154703, nultiple dockets, was prepared using the
required transcription equipnment and is a true and accurate
transcript of the proceedings.

El ectronic Signature: Date: May 18, 2022

Vabns Wilson
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