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DV-120, REASONS I DO NOT AGREE

Russell v. Walsh 
FPT-18-377425 
Attachment to DV-120, Reasons I Do Not Agree 
________________________________________ 

1. I, TARA WALSH, am the Respondent in this action.  All of the information

contained herein is true to the best of my knowledge, and I would offer the same if called to 

testify.  

2. I direct the Court to also refer to my Memorandum of Points and Authorities in

Opposition to Petitioner’s Request for Domestic Violence Restraining Order filed herewith. 

3. I met Petitioner in May 2015 in New York City. Throughout our relationship,

Petitioner abused me by doing the following: he constantly verbally abused me; he controlled 

where I went and who I could hang out with; he isolated me from friends and family; he 

repeatedly threatened and intimidated me; he destroyed my personal property; he violated my 

privacy; he stalked me; and he put me in reasonable apprehension of fear on a daily basis. 

4. I attempted to escape our toxic relationship several times but was always coerced

or manipulated into staying with Petitioner. 

5. Petitioner has an unhealthy, obsessive fear that he is constantly being spied on and

his places of residence are bugged with spying devices. He has destroyed several items of my 

property claiming they are not “secure.” He hired fulltime security personnel to watch over him 

but has gone through three different security companies over the past two years due to his mental 

instability. Petitioner also has a substance abuse problem and is addicted to Adderall and cocaine. 

6. I never moved to San Francisco to be with Petitioner after our baby was born. I

was forced to come to San Francisco in March 2018, because Petitioner demanded that if I did not

come, he would cut me off financially and immediately end our romantic relationship. 

7. While I was in San Francisco from March 3, 2018 until June 9, 2018, I felt like a

prisoner. Petitioner had his security team watching my every move and controlling what I did. I 

was not allowed to go on walks alone or even pick up my own food. I was constantly verbally 

abused by Petitioner and told I was mentally ill. 
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8. In May 2018, I witnessed Petitioner have what can only be best described as

psychotic, drug induced episodes. During these episodes, Petitioner took high dosages of Adderall 

and did not sleep for over 24 hours. He was up all night at the apartment where I and Evie were 

staying with him and was tearing the place apart to search for spying devices. 

9. The first incident occurred in the early afternoon after Petitioner had not slept all

night from binging on Adderall. Petitioner was clearly out of touch with reality and believed he 

had been poisoned from gas coming out of the vent in the shower (which he disassembled).  He 

had also broken the hinge on the window of the apartment (on the 55th floor) in an attempt to 

view the apartment below, as he believed “agents” were located there. Petitioner created a 

dangerous, disturbing situation for Evie and I. I put 100mg of Seroquel in Petitioner’s red wine, 

which is a similar dose he would often take to help him sleep. Seroquel at this dosage has no 

therapeutic affect and purely used as a sleeping pill. 

10. The second incident also occurred early in the afternoon after the Petitioner, again,

was up all night ingesting Adderall. Petitioner had broken the large coffee table in the living room 

and put two large holes in the living room wall. Petitioner again believed poisonous gas was 

leaking from the wall to intentionally poison him. I tried reasoning with Petitioner to get him to 

calm down, but it was nearly impossible.  The nanny, Abrehat Tedla (“Nanny”), and security 

guard, Bryan Crutcher, watched me as I put Seroquel in Petitioner’s wine.  The Nanny helped 

crush the pill into a fine powder and mix it with another cup to dilute the powder into the 

wine. Thereafter, Bryan Crutcher poured himself a glass of wine. I asked him why he was 

drinking so early to which he replied: “I am drinking so he sees me drinking and drinks his faster 

(referring to wine with Seroquel).” At that time, me, the Nanny and security were desperate to 

calm Petitioner down, as he was a danger to himself and everyone else. 

11. It was only on these two occasions, in May 2018, that I put Seroquel in

Petitioner’s wine. I did this out of fear for my safety and the safety of our daughter. The Seroquel 

was only meant to help Petitioner calm down from his Adderall induced psychosis.  
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12. As Petitioner points out, I willingly told Petitioner’s psychiatrist, Dr. Gopal, that I

had put Seroquel in Petitioner’s wine, because I did not know what else to do: “sometimes when 

he is out of his mind on drugs and won’t sleep I have put Seroquel in his wine.” 

13. I regularly take prescribed Seroquel to help me fall asleep at night. Petitioner has

told me on several occasions that he has taken my Seroquel, in the same dosages, to also 

help him sleep at night.  Moreover, I told Petitioner after I put the Seroquel in his wine that I did 

it to help him calm down from his psychotic episode. Petitioner understood why I did this and 

told me it was “ok.”    

14. On June 9, 2018, I was finally able to flee from Petitioner’s domestic violence and

return back to my home in New York. Ever since my temporary order of protection was granted, I 

have felt a sense of safety and relief.  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated:  August 7, 2018 _________________________________ 
Tara Walsh 




